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ARMY ATR FORCES HISTORICAL STUDIES: NO. 58

OFERATIONAL HISTORY
OF THE

SEVENTH AIR FORCE

6 November 1943 to 31 July 1944 . -

-w'v—--r-;—-—-—-

i The original bf-this monngr‘aph and Jche_ .
: déCuments Trom which it owas weltten are igY

: the USAF Hisvorical Division; Avchives Branch,

Bldg. 91k, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. S

e PO o PR

-,

AAF Historioal 0Office
an.dqunrtur-, Army ur Porcu
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' FOREWORD

e r

This study, whioh wes completed in Februery 1945 by the

Historicsl Diviaion, Directorste of Intelligence, Army Adr
Forgeg, Prolfic Ocsan jreag, has bean reproduced, by the
Ristorioal Office, Eesdquarters Army Air Foroes, without modi=-
fiocations other thean stylistic changes necessery to bring it
into conformity with practices sdopted in AAF Historiesl
Studies. Certein exhibits originally appended have been

- omitted in this version but heve bsen listed in the Biblliogre-
phy and may be consulted in the AAF Historicel Office flled.

The study has been read and approved by Maj. Gen. Robsrt
W. Dougless, Jr., Commanding Generel, Ssvemth Alr Foroe.

The operations coversd are those of the Seventh Adir Foroe
from the beginning of the campaign in the Gilberts in November
1943 to the establishment of Army Air Foroces, FPacific Ocesn ~ °
Aressx on 1 August 1944. Prior to November 1943 the Seventh
Alr Fores had boen largely a holding forom for the defenas of
tho Heweiien Islands. In that month, however, it assumed the
offenaive spd during tha peried in question furnished an
imporient mmber of the land=-besed alroraft utilized in the
westward sweep of ocur leand, sewm, and air forces from the
Gilberts to the Merimnas.

1ike other AAF Historicel Studies which hawve heen produced,
this iz to be oconsidered es a first narrative snd is subjeot
to revision as edditionel information becomes availadle. "This
pertiocular narrative is based exolusively on materials available
in files of the Beventh Air Force.

Al
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Chapter X

THE GILBERIS

In November 1943, United States forces assumed the offensive in

the Central Pacific. Prior to this {ime, they had of necessity limited

bognt e Y

~“their activity to defensive operationg, broken by an occasional foray
into enemy territory.l During this period, however, there had &glso
been a marshaling of strengih in preparation for the sustzined offensive

that was to qcome.

The first obJective in this offensive wzs the selzure and oceupa-

tion of the Japanese-held islands of Tarawa, lakin, and Apamama in the

Gilberts, some 2,000 miles south and west of Oahu, For this operation,
known by the code name GALVANIC, a formidable array of sea, land, and
air puower wWas assembled under the comrpand of Vice Adm. R. A. Spruance,
Commsnder of the Central Pacific Force (COMGENPAC), United States
Pacific Fleet,? All shore-based aircraft committed to the operation
wore vplaced under the command of Rear Adm., J. H. Hoover (Task Force 57).
The Seventh Air Force was to provide Admiral Hoover with both heavy-
bombardment and fighter aircraft. The heavy bo;nbers were o be organ-
ized as a striking group {(Task Group 57.2) under the command of Maj.
Gen, Willis H, Hale, CO'nmanding General of the Seventh Alr Force; the
fighters were to be a part of ‘the Bllice Defense and Utility Group

(Task Group 57.4), under the command

of Brig, Gen. L. G. Morritt, UsyC.?

Lot inin -
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The primary mission of the Seventh Alr Force during GALVANIC was
to attack enemy air bases at Tarawa, Makin, Mille, Maloelap, Jaluit,
and Nauru in order to deny their use by enemy aircraft. In addition,
the Seventh Alr Force was to assist in the defense of Iriendly bases,
parform search and photographic reconnaissance missions in the Gilbert—
Harshall area and approaches thereto, and prox;ide alr tra;xsport between
bases.b These operations were assigned to the VII Bomber Command, VII
Fighter Command, and the 19th Troop Carrier Sguadron. The VII Air
Force Service Command was to provide necessary service and administra-
tive facilities at the bases in the Phoenix and Ellice islands.’

These bases were located at Canton, Funafuti, Nukufetau, Nancme-a.,
and Baker, of which only the first two had been developed prior to the
GALVANIC operation. " Canton, largest and most northerly of the FPhoenix
group, had held an alr base since before the war, and had long been an
important stop-over on the z2ir route from Hawali “down undert, It had
also served as a staging base for-the sarlier Seventh éir‘Force opera-
tions against the Gilberts. On its narrow strip of land—100 to 500
yards wide--was an airfield consigting of two runways, 9,400 and 7,200
fest long. These guano and compacted coral-rolled strips were able to
provide accommodation for all types cf. aireraft at all times,

Funafuti, like Canton, had served both as a stop-over on flights
to the Southwest Pacific and as a staging base for operations against
the Gilberts. It, however, provided but one crushad-::zoral runway,
6,660 Teet long and 300 feet m.de R cut out of the thick coconut growth
that covered the island. 6 ' o — --

On the other three dslands there was not.hing, and beiore ‘bhey

L id»)_
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could be utilized to mount a land-based air attack it was necessary

for Seventh Alir Force aviatlon engineers to move in and hew a%; stripg- - -
out of the danse covering'of coconut palms., At Nukufatau andeano?ea

6,000-fout, bomber strips were construsted, as were fighéer strips,

2,850 feet long &. Nukufetau and 3,000 feet long at Nanomea. Both

were of compacted coral,’

At Baker Island cne runway was constructea, 5;500 x 150 feet, and
covered with Xarston mat % ‘

. Just as bases had to be coustructed before the air attack on the
Gilberts could be launcﬁéd, it was necessary also for the Seventh Air
Foree to obtain from outside sources part of the alrersft with which
to dc the job. In preparation for GALVANIGC, the Seventh's meager
bombardment strengbh-~-consisting only of the four squa@rons of the
veteran 1ith Bomb Group (H)--was asugmented in October 1943 by the
arrival of cne heavy bombardment group (the 30th) and one medium bome
vardment group (the Llst).?

By early Yovember the forward bases were prepared sufficienitly to
admit of use, albeit under primitive-ané trying cond%tions, and the
tactical orgenizations were assembled on Dahu in readiness for move-
ment into the Ellice and Fhoenix islands. Cn & November, Advanced
Headquarvera (ADVOM) of the Seventh alr Force was established ub
Funafuti, 10 General Hale had the following staff officers with him
at ADVON: Col. Lawrence J. Carr, Chief of Staff; Col. Russell L. Waldron,
A=23 Lt. Col, Ladson G. Eskridge, 4~3; and Col. R. J. Erickson, Adjutant .
Generalall In addition to ADVON Seventh Air Force, the VII Air Force

Service Command, under Brig. Gen. 1) f:‘ the VII Zombsr Command,

.THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO12958
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Nanumea Islend, Ellice Group, 27 Qotober 1943
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under Brig. Gen, Truman H, Landon, established their férward echelons
&b Funafuti. The aireraft tender Curtiss, Rear Adm, Hoover's head-
querters, was anchored in Funafuti harbor, Direct commuunications wer.
C maintained between the Curtiss and ALVON by telerhone, teletype, and

FM radio. The urnits of the Seventh Air Force were disposed as follows: 1?2

Organization Station
Headquarters 11th Bomb Gioup Funafuti
- 424 Bomb Sguadron Funafuti
4315t Bomb.Squadron Funafuti
26th Bomb Squadron Nukufetau
98th Bomb Sguadron . Nukufetau
. Headouariters 30th Bomb Groun Ranomea
27th Bomk Squadron Hanomea
38th Bomb Squadron Hanomea-
392d Bomb Squadron Canton
531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron Canton
4éth Fighter Sauadron Canton
L5th Fighter Squadron Beker
lst ASSRON Baker
3d ASSION Funafubli
~ Detachment 3d ASSRCN Nanomea
Detachmsnt 3d .SSRON lukufetau
Detachment 17th Air Base Squadron Canton
4224 gubdepo@‘ Canton

The 3eventh fir Force, then, had moved its advanced headquarters
24244 nevtical miles south and west of Cahu, Its units were scattered
over five islands, occupyiné an area stretching approximately 480 miles
from Funafuti om the south to Baker on the north, and approximately 740
miles from Canton on the east to Nanonga on the west.

The targets in the Gilbercs and Harshallﬁ;.to be struck from these
bases in the Ellice and Fhoenix isiands, ranged in distance from the
700 nautical miles.separating Funafuti and Tarawa to the 1,418 nautical

miles between Canton and Kwajzlein.

The most important of these targets was Tarawa, in the Gilberts, a

Sb) Lwjasiihe peifmae

012958
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.' ’ ) ' "..‘;;-'.-*“"": ’ ' - -
e 22 miles long, and enclosing a lagoon about 17 miles long by nine wide

at the south end, and less than a ~ile at the north. The largest island

- ap g

of the group, Bititu (Betio), at the southwest corner, is a narrow strip

~

of land approximately two and one-fourth miles long east=west, and less
than a half mile wide. It is entirely flat, with an altitude of no
more'than 10 fee%, and originally was covered with trees, shrubs,
pandanus, and coconut palms, The Japanese had first landed on the atoll
on 10 Decenber 1941, but actual oceupation had been delayed wntil 3 Sepe
teﬁber 1942 vhen Tapawa vas pla;ed under the cdministration of ?he
«ershall Islands group. The Japanese had develored their main air base
in the Gilberts at Tuarawa. This base, consisting of two hard-rolled
coral runways, could serva defensiv;ly 4s a recomnalssance base to
screen larger enemy concentrations in the Larshall Islands, or offensively
as an advance base for operctions against Undited lations positions in
the South Pdcific.lB Tarawa had been heavily hit by a combined .rmy-
Havy raid in September l9h3,lh but naval airmeeonnaissance showed that
the enemy had rebuilt the island to its original strength, plus addi~

7 . tional defensea.15

Tne islands which were to be occupied during GaLVANIC, in addition

"

to Tarawa, were ipamama and }akin. Ho serious resistance was expected

&% Apamama.lé At lizkin, howeve», there was evidence that since the

- I‘arine raid of 16-18 iugust 1942, when the smoll enemy garrison had
‘ been virtually annihilated, the Japanese had prepared defensive in-
q; stallations and were conducting patrol operations from the seaplane

kase located there.l7

T i e,
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Pannen-s S
the most important enemy bases in the Gllberts and the iarshalls were P

not those which were to be occuplsd; but those which supported-air-

=3
fields from which the enemy might conduct attacks against the landing
(; forces. These, briefly, were as follows:

Jaluit--This atoll, the best known of the Marshall
group, wes the site of a large seaplane bass, the center
for Japanese air and surface patrols in the southwestern
larshalis, the sugxgarine base for the area, and an impor-
tant supply base,

iile-in important air base, consisting of two run-
Tays, dispersal areas, hangars, barracks, and a strong
antiaireraft and ground defensive system, :4lle formed U
the southern anchor of the Zastern liarshalls Defense Zone.
Tvs air strength could be rapidly reinforced f{rom nearby
fields, four of which were within a radius-of 300 miles,1?
o Maloelap—This atoll, formed by more than 60 low
islands along a reef aboudt 32 miles long, with a maximum
X width of about 13 miles, was the site of a particularly
- well-developed air base, located on Tarca, and equipped
to handle all tyves of Japanese lano~based aireraft.,
Centrally located on the rim of the Harshall Island out—
posts, it was belleved to be the most importemt base in
the entire area, next to Roi Island, Kwajzlein.
Hanyu~—This island, although isclated geographically,
is strategically linked with the Gilberts. From its newly~
constructed airficld, .the Japs were able to patrol complete-
1y the area beiween the filbert and the Solomon islands,
Searches from Hauru greatly strengthened the Japanese mandated
islands against the possibility of aurprise attacks from the
south, In addition to its air inslallations, Nauru posseassed
the largest phosphate refineries in the Pacifie.dl

In addition to the targets mentioned a:bove, theve was Kwajalein
atoll, the most importznt Japanese military and naval base in the
ifarshall Islands. There was a major als base on Rol Island,v and ons
[_ under construction on Kwajalein Island. A well-~equipped seaplane base
was located on Fbeye Island. There were large concentraticus of military

stores of all categories on KEwajalein, Namur, and Bige] :'lear.xds.z2 Al-

though Kwajalein did not become a pr
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campaign, the, possibility of reinforcement of’jﬁﬁaﬁgggﬂébgi;ions in the
lover Yarshalls and the Gilberts from there was considered in the planning
for GALVANIC.Z3

At tﬂ;s writing, there is not available an ostimate of the air
strength to be expecied in defense of the above-mentioned targets. There
is aveilsble, however, an estimate of hne enemy air order of battle dated

prore ™

18 November 1943, five davs after operatxons had vegun. It follows:zh.

PLACE VF VB YB(H) yP vsQ TOTAL
Taraws o
Nauru - ) I ; 10
Makin 3 4 7
¥ille 2 2
Jaluit 4 8 12
ot je Lo L
ialcelap 27 30 11 68
Kwajalein 27 36 10 73,
Eniwetok 0
ake iz 7 2 27
Totals T2 36 A0 7 28 203

The Seventh Air Forcets original plan for carrying out its egsigned
mission of denying the enemy the use of his airfields called for the
following strikes by the aircraft of the VII Bomber Command:2>

" D5 day ~ Jaluit and iille
4 day -~ Kwajalein and Maloelap
D=3 day ~ Wotje and laloelap
D-2 day = Ewajalein and Wotje
D-1 day - Makin and Tarawa

-The VII Bomber Command also was to operate dive bombers in defense
of Canton, corduct search missions from Canton fram D=5 to D~2, inclusive,
and perform such additional search, phriographic, and strike missions as
were directed. The attacks on Hakin and Tarawa were to help prepare the

way Tor assauli troops

THIS PAGE DeclassmedIAW EO12958
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installations, and minimum damage on”those installations whose destruce
tion was not required for the capture of the bases., Enemy shipping of
all types was to be a priority target on all missiona.26
Although the general instructions remained coastant, the actual
order of attack was chwiged .twice during the course of the pre-invasion
campaign. The first of these changes steppsd up the initisl operation
from D=5 to D=7 and provided "the follo_!_in_gv_schedule:ﬂ ’
D=7 day « Tarawa -
- D=6 day - Tarawa and Mille
D-5 day ~ Tarawa and Mille
D-l day -~ Jaluit and Kwajalein
D-3 day - Tarawa and Mille or Maloelap
(Kwajalein if not attacked on D-i)
I~2 day - None .
D=l day = Tarawa and M¥akin
The second change, occurring the day after operations had started,
iarovidesd the following schedulse for the rermaining six da.ys:28
- D=6 day = Mille and Tarawa
D=5 day = Jaluit and Mille —
D=l day - Kwajalein and Maloelap
- D~3 day -~ Jaluit and Maloelap
D=2 day - Wotje
D-1 day ~ Tarawa and Makin
The air attack began on 13 Hovember 1943 (D7) when 18 Bw=24's of
the 1lth Bomb Groub took off from Funafuti to attack Tarawa. They
dropped 126 x 20-lb. fragmentation clusters, and 55 x 500-1lb. GP bombs
from 8,500 and 15,000 feet respectively. Reburning to thafutli, the
crews observed fires burning for 60 miles at 15,000 feet. Cne airplane
did not return, cause wmknown., 27 -

During the entire week the Liberators carried ocut their assigned

mission. The only deviations otcurred.on 17 November (D-3) when Tarawa

. ~——and Kille were bombed instead of Jaluit.,30 and on 18 November when bad

weather conditions i‘orc_ed' the bombers headed
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The conditions under which the heavy bombers oparated were far !

bases}for both the servicing and maintenance of the airplanes and the
comfort of the combab crews were primitive and often inadequate. -
Enemy aircraft contributed to the diffisulties of both alr and ground
crews by raiding-Nanomea on the night of 11 Noveiber, and Funafuti on
13 ¥ovember and 17 Fovembsr.32

The remoteness of eneny targets from the widely dispersed operating
bages required flights over some of the greatest distances attempted in
the war. The distance flown from home bases to objectives,ﬂ;nd raturn,
varied from 926 nautical miles o 2,408 nautical miles,>> All flighte
traversed great water distances with no intermediate landmarks. Both
the objectives and the home bases consisted of small lend masses, the
reaching of which required the most accurate navigation. Two opera-
tional problems that gave considerabls trouble were weather znd -
conmunications.ak Weather reports were unsatisfactory in that they

wera generally too brief and below standard accuracy. The V11 Bomber

Command felt that the causs for both unsatisfactory conditions was

znd the fact that Navy forecasts, which predominated, were toc brief,3?
Communieations at Funafuti appeared to be generally uneatisfactory-
the tower used unpublished transmission frequencies, and the erratic

and unstable operation of the range and homing stations made them un-

relisble as alds to navigation.?é

-~ Taghbically, the Liberators met opposition every tima they went cub.

e
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LT There was antiaircréf@, varying in intensity and accuracy, over every
- targat- and over Kwajalein, Jalult, and Maloelap intercepting fighters
_were up to meet the bombers.37 -

? (j " then the Marines stormed ashore at Tarawa on 20 Nevember, the

Seventh Air Fores heavy bombers had completed 13 strike missidns for™

i

a total of 141 sorties. They had drcpped 375 x 500-1lb, GP bombs,
455 x 100-1b, GF bombs, and 5,634 x 20«lb. fragmentation bombs, in
sddition o firing 12,736 rounds of ;50-cal., and 200 rounds of .30~
cal. ammunition. They had destroyéd five enemy aircraft, probably

» destroyed five others, and damaged two. Two B-24's had been lost in
i; . combat, two had been lost operaticnally, two had been destroyed on
the ground, snd one had been lost at sé;, cause unknown, Personmel

losses included six dead, 19 wounded, and 11 missing,>®

An indication of the relative effort exerted against the various
targets are the following figures on short tons of bombs dropped during

the wonth ol November:39

DI .
]

§ Target Tone of Bombs

-I Gilberts
- Tarewa 63.3

: Nauru » 36,3 !
§ ¥akin -31.5 : -
4 . Marshalls = . ’ -
" " Mine 61}.6

Jaluit 61,2

L Maloelap 39.6

! Enemy Shipping 3.0

k (_ TOTAL & 299.5

§
| f ' Any attempt to assess the effectiveness of the work of the Seventh ‘.

Alr Foree in this operation as in its other operations, is complicated

M.—.‘m o MO o, s s
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by the fact that the aerlal .-;;'tren:gt.h of the Navy aiso wag operating
against the same targets, ,’l‘herg, too, an exact determination of the
effect of any aerial bombardment is open to serious question, 4 fre-
quently tsed means of determining results has been the number of bambs
placed on the target, or the percentage of bombs dropped that hit the
target. On this basis, it was sstimated that the B-24's wers 78 per
cent offective.”® It has been pointed out, however, that such a _-
stand:a:rd of performance may be mislaading because it actually gives

no indication of the extent to which effecti;re ‘installa'bions have been
destroyed.hl Prior to E-hour and D-day, Tarawa had bsen subjected to
a terrific naval and serial bombardment, yot the Japs were able to
resist fanatically in their coconut-log dugouts for 72 bitter, bloody
hours. h ‘ ’

In confiection with the task of denying the enemy the use of his
airfields, the Army -u.r Forces Bvaluation Bosrd in the Pacifie COcean
Areas, headed by Brig. Cen. Martin F. Scaulon, USA, has pointed out
that neutralization could not possibly be maintained with the small force
of B=24's which, because of the leng distances from the most advanced
staging bases to the targets, were the only airplanes avaiiable which

were effective in this job.*% It was further pointed out that it was
such

" a matter of hours to repan.r Tunways/as the Japs used, bo retalld their

1light frame buildings, and to fly replaeemant glrcraft down through the
chain of mandated islands. For this reason » at.tac.ks would have had to
have been made almost dally to maintain complete neutr&zation. Under
the conditions of distance and force available this was impossibla.é‘B

In suwmmarizing the effact of air attacks prior tc the inwasion of

THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAWEO12958




T R——

P p———
EE™

_"_

N

"y

e ATy : .
S " pa m .12
the Gilberts, the Evaluation Board copclu.de&:‘*#" B ’

Up to the time when assault and occupation of the ialands
began, complete nsutralication of the air facilities of theae
isiands had not been aceomplished, Certain Jap-held runways
had been kept serviceabla, storas of all sorts remained lntect,
and airplanes were still pressnt. The actual guarantee of
protection against'enemy air interference was brought about
by carries-borne fighters and bombers of the Naval task force
_accompanying the expedition.' Airplanes of this type that
participated in the cperaticn may have numbered as many as
four hundred dive and torpedo bombers and five hundred fighters.
In view of the prior hindrance to the Jap asir effort by the
meager but persistent work of the B-2is, ‘this pre-invasiocn
force was quite sufficient to eliminate all hostils air
activity in the Gilberts and prevent any reinforcement through
the-Marshalls. This done, the carrier groups proceeded to ’
render such close support to the assault iroops as was re-
cussted.
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Chapter I1 . -
THE MARSHALLS
So far as alr operaticns were concerned, the campaigns in the

Gilberts“and the Marshalls were continuous. On 21 November 1943 (D

- plus 1), B-24's of the 38th Bomb Sguadionescorted Navy PBLY photo

planes over Nawru, while Liberators of the 43lst and 2+2d.pBomb Sgquadrons
condusted daylight raids on the same tapget.s Daring the remainder of
November and most of December, Seventh Alr Force Liberators continued

to pownd Nauru, }ille, Jalult, and l{aloelap'i‘rom thalr bases at

Canton and in the Ellices, staging through Baker and Nanomea. Be-
glming 16 Degember, a new tarpet—Tot je—~came under the sights of the
B-Qb,'s.z YWotje, base of a strongly-fortified and well-defended airfield
and extensive seaplane servieing fac:i.lities,3 was another of the

A

Japanese strong points that was to be reduced to ineffectlveness by
alr atback,

Meanwhile, Seabeess and Seventh Adr Force aviation engineers were
laboring Yong and hard to prepare the newly-won positions in the Gilberts
for !:\se. Adr strips.were cut out of the coconut groves at Apamama and '
Makin; and amidst the rubbie at Tarawa, the existing airfield was
lengthened and improved, ane another was constructed. 3o rapidly did
they accomplish their tasks that within a menth after the bases had
been captured, tactiecal unité had begun to use them against the Japanese.

The B-25's of the Llst Bomb Group yoich bageeen in Oshu since

LA
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Makin Islend, 20 April 1945
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Qctober, were brought to Tarawa and Apamama.bffﬂ§;73§§;fighter Squadron,

P vhose P-39's had been kept at Canton for defensive purposes during the
Gilberts -campaign, was peinforced with new airplanes from Oshu and moved -
T to Makin during the period 14-27 December.’ Aucther P-39 organization,

the 72d Fighter Squndron, was bropght to Makin from Oahu, the pilots

and airplanes arriving aboard a8 carr_ar on 14 December, and the grouwnd

i echelon on 18 December.19h3. The P»LO’s of the 45th Fighter Sguadron,

which had been at Baker during the conquest of the Gilberts, were moved

to Nanomea on 28 November and in January divided into a rear echelon

o

stabtioned ot Aipemama and a forwerd echelon at Yakin,’ Finally, vhe

53Lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron, equipped with A-24's, was assemcled on

i

Makin from QOahu and Canton on 22 December 1943.8

B-zi'e first used bases in the Gilberts on 23 December, when

IR

Liberators of the 27th Bomb Squadron staged through Tarawsa to escort
g

PRI

Navy photo planes over Kwajalein.’ Tarawa was used as a staging base

wtil early in January, when Neadguarters llth Bomb Group, and the

26th, 98th, and 43lst Bord Scuadrons were located thsre.lo The 4L2d :

[V,

Bomb Squedron was, sent from Funafuti to Cahu, where it was to augment

% the 819th Bomb Squadron, 30th Bomb Groﬁp, as the heavy bombardment force

. ‘ N 11

available for the defense of the Hawaillan Islands. *

Also in early
f January, Headquarters 30th Bomb Group was moved from Nanomea ho Apamama, .

the grownd echelon arriving on 4 January and the air echelon on 5 January;12

(_ and the 392d Bomb Squadron was moved from Canton to Apamama, with the :
ground echelon arriving on 10 January and the air echelon on 19 Janua.ry.l3

The 27th and 38th Bomb Squadrons remained ?F I‘Ie;mom.ea..u+

Tc complets the mo abrebes Llis bamthe Gilbert Islands,
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ADVON, together with the forward echelons o e V1L Bomber Command and
ths VII Air Service Co?mand, was noved from Funafuti to Tarawa during
the last week of December 1943.and the first week of January l9h4.15 )

The establishment of ils headquarters and tactical units in the
Gilbert Tslands placsd Uhe Seventh iir Force in & position where it
could most advantageously carry out lte partbin-tha conquest of key'
Japanese positions in the Uarshall Islands. The first phase of this
uperation, known under the code name FLINTLOCK, was the sglzure and
oceupeblon of Kwajalein and Majuro atolls; the second phase, known as
SATCHPOLE, was the cgnquest and occupation of Eniwstok, westernmost
igland of the,ﬁarshallsf‘ Originally, these were planned &s two separate
operations, but'becaqse of the comparative ease with which Kwajalein~
and Majurc were secured, it was decided to alter existing plans and
proceed with the CATCHPOLE operation immediately upon the completion
of FLINTLOCK.C FPor this reason, and because the operatlons of the
Seventh iir Force were gontlnuous, the tﬁ; operations will be discussed
together, !

In thesg operstions, Seventh .ir Force units contimved to operate
as they had in the conquest of the Gilberts, as part of Task Force 57
under Rear idm. Hoover, which in turn was pert of a mammobth sea, land,
end air force under bhe direchion of GRMCERPAC, admiral Spruance.t’
General Hale was designated Strike Commander (Task Group 57.2), and
was to have all Army aircraft under hié command, in addition to VHF 532,

a Navy nizht fighter squadron. This was a change e from GALVANIC, in

that in the earlier operation irmy fighters had been used only for

defensive purposes,
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of the HMarshalls remained the same as it had been in the Gilberts

operation, i.g., search and reconnalssance, and the performance of
[: ; striking foree missions to deny the enem; the uso of his bases und to .
destroy his shipping. $pecifically, the mission in FLINTLOCK was out~

lined as i‘ollowa:l9

(1) deny the enemy the use of his air bases at Mille
and Jaluit before D minus 2 day, and maintain ibe neutrali-
zuticn of those bases thereafter;

(2) destroy enmemy airersft end air facilities at Roi,
Wetge, and Taroca islands, and at Kfajalein Island if the
field there was operationsl until and including D minus

3 day;

(3) furnish air support 2t KwajJalein Island on D~day
as requested by Commander Joint Expeditionary Foree;

i (4) on D minus 2 day and thereafter, assist other
forces engaged in denying Wotje and Taroa to the enemy
! as ailr bases;

! (5) deny the use of Kusaie and Nouru to the enemy as
air bases for aireraft which could substantially interfere
with FLINTLOCK operations;

:: (6) defend our bases in the Ellice and Gilbert Islands;
(7} attack enexy ships and shipping.

During the CATCHPOLE phase of the operation the Seventh Air Force

[ R

was to corbinug its neutralization of the larshalls, and, in addition,

by
to maintain the neutralization of enemy air facilities at Ponape and
ke in coordination with strikes from Midway, as directed by Cormander

iri-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC).%® Actuslly, a1l sttacks on
21

T
' ¥

ake during this period were by naval aireraft based at iidway.

e
%

Tor

4 primary difference between the operations in the Gilberts and

T
T

i)
P

the Marshalls was the increasedair strength which could bs brought to
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grnet -
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Gilberts, and the augmentabion of Seventh Kf¥“Force unjts in the forward
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i area. The B~24's no longer had to assume responsibility for all.of the

targets. Those at closer range could be turned over in part to the g

Pl

B-25's, the A-R4's, and the fighters. lLiorecver, as B2l missions were

'

reduced somewhat in length, the Liberators could carry full bomb loads,

and operate more’ frequently, with less fatigue for their érews.22

- — oy - - B
B A ,:.rg.rq-'wrcv:ru Fedrmi ’\'fpwul_-,‘;srk“l Tyl

During the campaign in the Gilberts, B-2a's had been operated
against Tarawa, Miile, Jaluit, Maloelap, Nauru, and Kwajaleln. In
avary instance, with the exception of Tarawa which became a friendly

tase, and Nauru against which only 13 B-24 sorties were flown after

wg o

Noveuber, they Tlew more sortles over these targets in December than

P T,
N
¢

they had in November, in addition to initiéting the heavy bombing of

<

Wbtge.za The total number of sortiss flown increased from 237 in

ES

ie November to 365 in December, and the average lengih of bombing sorties

N increased from 12.0 to 13.7 hours.?4 Wille was the target most fre—
’ quently hit by the Liberators during the month, with Maloelap a close
second.25 During ganuary, the total number of B~24 sorties flown de-

creased to 268, and the average length of each sortie’ decreased to
&

: 9.6 hours.26 Kwajalein, which was being softened up for invasion,

pecame the target most hit. Wotje again had the second greatest
amount of B-24 effort expended against it. Maloelap, the tnird heaviest ’

hit farget during the month 8aw more B~24's over it during January

Poa o i e

than 1% had in”Hovember, but less than in-December. Mille end Jaluit

(; - were still hit occasionally by the heavies, but usually as alvernate or
27

<

last resort targebts.

B=24's were used for nightly hapagame : Vot je, and

‘‘‘‘‘‘
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l.{s.ioelap during the period from D minus 3 to D=day on Kwajalein., In
performing this mission they were over their targets from dusk to dawmn
in small elements, dropping 500-1b. delayed-fuse GP bomba.28 On 1 Fohe
ruery 1944 (D-day on Kwajalein Island), they performed a unique mission
for heavy bombers in this theater when they furnished ground support -
for the zssault troops of the Tth Army Division, Ascigned to the
mission were 6 B-24's of the 392d Bomb Squadron, which dropped 2,000-
and 1,000-1b. GP hombs from altitudes of 4,000 to 4,600 feet, and in
addition strafed with .50-cal. machine gune. As they left the target,
the northwest part of the island appeared to be on fire. None of the
B-2L1s “was: damaged.?’ ] i

Turing February the B-24's flew 330 sorties, an inersase of 62
c;ver the previous month, and the average length of these sortiss in-
ersased from 9.6 to 10.7 hours.?° The x;rima.*y reason for the increase '
in _a'verage length of the bombing forties was the inclusion of Ponape,

.for the first time among the targets hit by-Seventh Air Force Liberators,
in the performance of part of the Seventh's misgion in the CATCHPOLE
phase of the conguest of the liarshalls.

Fonape, in the eastern Carolines, vas approximately 1,085 statute
miles from the Seventh's primary forward bage at Tarawa, _a.nd- missions
against it during this period averagedaround 2 ,20;;:’:.1;3 0f non-stop
over-water fJ,y:ing.Bl The island is the largest in t.he mandated group,
Tt had one medium-sized airfield, a second airfield under construction,
and a well-established seaplane base. Iis anchorage was suitable for

aix medium-sized and a number of small naval vessels, but not for a

fleet'base. 1t was moderately developed comaarc:iaﬂly.sz "Ponape was
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first hit on 14 February, snd during the month 121 B-Zh'a wore over the

island,?? .
inother target hit for the first time.in Pebruary, end also in -

connection with the Seventh's mission in CATCHPCIE, was Kusale, struck

Garclines, is zbout 300 miles west ~f Ponape. Lele Harbor provided

1imited enchorage for medium-sized vessels and limited seaplane

facilibies.Bs-‘Hilitary activity there was of a minor nature, however, )

arnd while a few missions were scheduled against it, it usually served

as an altornate target for missions againsf Ponape.36

The Commanding General of the Seventh Air Force called the re-

dueticn of Ponape and Kusaie in support of landing operabions at

-Eniwetok, "the mast interesting phase, and certainly the most important,”

of the CATCHPOLE operation.37 In four raids against Ponape, during
which approximately 140 tons ;f GP and incendiary bombs were dropped,
the town was practically destroyed, and the seaplane.base %cunded into
unserviceability. The waterfront area on Kusais, the principal target -
there, was also practically demolished by four raids. The alrfield ,
never became operational and was of liitle concern.B? o
Tn addition o bombing these two new targots, the B-24's continued
during February to strike Laloelap, Wotje, Mille, and Jal}ri‘bﬂin about
the same force as they had in January.. Kwajalein, of course, was not
bombed again after the ground sﬁpp&kt mission of-l February.39
B~25's of the Alst Bomb Group (H)‘went into action for the first
time in the Central Pacific on 28 December 1943_when nine of them from

the @20th Bomb Squadron tock off from Tarawa for an attack on Mille.'C
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targets effectively with ,50=cal. machine guns and 75-mm. cannon,
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The only other target attacked by medliums du_ringQﬁecember was Jaluit,
over which nine sgorties were _flovm."‘l Duriné Jfanuary and February,
primary targets for the msdium bombers were Yaloelap and-’ﬂotlje. “pille
and Jaluit slso continued to be hit, and in January six sortles were,
flown against Na.uru.""z The total numper of sorties flown by the B=25's
increased from 18 in December %o 215 in J’anua.ry, and dropped back to
175 in Februwory. The average length of-their Lombing sorties was 4.2
hours in December, and 6.9 hours in January and l*"e.bru.a.ry.z*3

Carrying a 75-mm. ‘cannon in their nose,- in addition to a conplement
of .50=-cal. machi;'xe gans, the B=25's specialized during the Marshalle
campaign in low-level bombing, canncnading, and strafing attacks against
both shipping and shore installations. Illustrative of the extremely
low levels at wtﬁa:ich these attacks were launched was the mlssion of
1, January, which has become legendary in the annals of the Seventh Air
Porce. Threa B-25's wers dispatched from Kullinix Field, Tarama, to
attack a dest;-byer and other shipping seen in Wotje lagoon by crews of
an earlier strike. One B-25 received major damage when it clipped the
mast of a ship, embedding fragments in the engine nacelle and batbering
the enging wing, bomb bay, and fuselage. ‘ The pilot managed to get the.

pattered plane to Maldin, and uporl its arrival there o Japanese flag

. was found intact within the engine nacelle L

The low-level attacks gave the B-25's certain tactlcal advantages
ovar xlreraft using medium and high~level technlques: avoidance of radar
detection, added precision in bombing, and ability to strafe their
45

Bomb _Group lost a total of 17 B-25's

RS ITTerS

S :HI'I.Jll .H‘l:l-h" Ia

Yot they proved costly
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botween 28 December 1943 and 12 February 194k,® and in- addition
‘suffered damage on 1li sorties. ¥’ These figures include two B-25's ~
““ shot down ;;d five damaged when a flight returning from Wotje on
(. 25 January was attacked by FF's of the United States Navy.’® Hhen, ‘
beginning 19 February, the B-25's switchedjto medium-altitude attacke,
the number of aireraft destroyed snd damaged was greatly rech,wtad.z‘9
" 4e2L's of the 53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadren started hitting Jap
_ instaliations on Mille and Jaluit from Makin on 18 December 1943.°C
'-f The Dauntless dive bombers, usually armed with two 500-1b, GP bombs,
-.‘ flew 367 sorties agaiﬁst those two targets between 18 Decomber and

the invasion of EKwajalein.’® During the entire period of their

?
v

operations in the Central Pacific (18 December 1943 to 10 March 1944),

they flew 375 sorties over Mille and 150 over Jaluit, dropping 241

short tons of bomba over the former target, ond 70.4 shori tons over
the latter.”? They expended.s total of 61,630 rounds of .30-cal. and
29,810 rounds of .50-cal. ammnition, and on various occasions dropped
propaganda leaflets upon the beleaguered dJap garrisons.sé Except for
41 unescorted sorties over Miile, the A-24's were accompanied on all
missions bty P-39's of the L6th and 72d Fighter Squadrons, P-i01s Jf
the a5th”Fighter Squadron, or F6F's of the United States Navy., Occa-

sionally Wavy SBD's, the equivalent of an Army A-24, flew with them, %

The P-39's, in addition to furnishing escort for the A-2i's, under-
- -pngsok a varlety of sbtriking and pabrol missions. They made regular fignter
sweepe over lille, 220 miles from their base at Makin, and on & February,
12 P=39's made a successful fighter sweep over Jaluit, a dishanc; of

approximately 303 statute miles frum.thin.ss During ﬁhe landings on.

¢
L st S il

ﬂ.\-.\ J a.u;‘.. P
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Kwajalein, the Airacobras carried out contAhuuts -usisd pdiréi;-ovor

ST .

i11e to deny the emsmy the use of its airfield. In flights of four,
they stayed over the atoll from damn to dusk from 29 January 1944 to

T A e b
T T

Fder i
!

1 Fabruary 194L. In this they were assisted by P=40's of the 45th

Fighter Squadron.56 They also provided escort for crash boals and Navy ’

R o

i FEY's in resdue operations, and on 1 January 194k, 16 P-39's of the
72d Fighter Squadron attacked and destroyed two amall inter-island

? vesgels off Mille.57 On 10 and 11 January, one P=39 on two different
i? missions over Mille dropped two 500-lb. bombs., This was believed to

¥ bs the first time that a P-39 had been utilized to carry such a bomb _
58

load, in addition to a 540-1b, belly tank, over 200 miles of water.
In addition to their striking missions, the P~39's flew 32 interception
! sorties over Makin and swrrounding area,”? The P-3913 total activity

? . ’ during the peri?d of their operations from Makin (18 December 1943 to
1z February l?ﬁy) consisted of 635 sorties, plus 1li abortlves, and
expenditure of 46,712 rounds of .30-cal. and 1,771 rounds of 37-mm.

ammunition.60

The 45th Fighter équadron condutted its fiwst mission from Hakin
; . 16 January 1944 when eight P=A0's took part in a rald on Mille with
| A=2,'8 and P-39's., The Warhawks each carried two 500~1b, bombs, all
of wWnich hit the target, On the way out they were escorted by P-39's.
After they had dropped their bombs they furnished part of the escort

‘. for the A-Qg's.él Durdng their ogeréiions in the Usntral Pacific, the

: (; " p-i0's, like the P=39's, were utilized on, a variety of missicns: escort,
bombing, strafing, attacks on shipping, and combat patrol, In the

performance of this last, they, with the P-39's, were over Mill. durin-

THIS PAGE DecIaSS|f|edIAWEO12958




R o] T

o6 a

TR TS

SR e Staee el

T

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

the entire days of 30 and 31 January 1944 to deny the enemy the use of
its airfield during the invasion of Kwajalein.®? The 45th Fighter
Squadror; made several imnovetions in the use of -its planese<the only
type .aireraft in npse at the outbreak of ths war and still fiying in
Seventh Air Forte combst missions. On 26 Jemuary, 12 P-40's flew a
distance of 800 miles, several milss beyond their normal range, to
intercept a group-of Zekes sttacking ;'& force of 13-25'&'.63 An attempt
was made to increase the pomb load when on 5 February, 14 P-40's each
carried two 1,000-1b. bombs over Jaluit, This was the heaviest bomb
load ever czrried in this theater by the P-40's, which in addition
were equipped with 75-;ﬂlon belly tanks to get then over the 600-mils
round trip. 6L 'I'he same load was trled again on 7 Pebruary by 16 air-
planes.65 ‘I’hus it was learnsd that fighters could carry a heavier
bomb load-than could dive bombers, but it was also observed that their
bombi:zxg, was not as accurate.é's Pilots reported that the heavy 2,000-
1b. loads adversely affected flyingz characteristics of the P-40 i; _
high=speed dives.67 Still another imnovation }'raé attempted on 22 Feb-
ruary,-when a P-40 on & mission over Lille launched a rocket, although ’
vith unobgerved resul’c.s.é8

During the peric;d from 16 Jznuary to 1l March 1944, the Warhawks
flew a total of 501 sorties, plus an additional 80 abortivus. They
dropped a Lotal o?[' 163.9 short tons of bombs on Mille and Jaluit, and
expended 158,525 rounds of «50-cal, ammuni tion. 57

Aic the tempe of attacks'increas-d, so did enemy resisbance, both
on the ground and in the air. Anti;ircrafi fire increased in volume

Jap

and in acecuracy over whab it hs.d bun in the Gilﬁe::ts campaign.
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fighters was gradually appearing in larger numbers, 0 During December
1943, interception occurr;d at Kwajaledrn, Hilis, Mﬁloclap, and Vot je,
At Kwajalein there was interception only once in three missions, »haé -
on 21 December elght Zekes and on; Tony intercepted eight B~247s,
One Zeke wap‘dam;ged,-and none of the B-2L's was nit. 7 At Yot je, alsc,
fighters came up only once: cn 26 Focember when five or six Zekes inter~
cepted a formation of 16 B-24's. In the fight that ensued, the enemy
shot dewm-two B~24's and damaged ancther, while losing only one Zeke
withi two others damaged.’® '
Over Lille and Maloelap, the interceptlon was ﬁﬁch graater,

B-24L's encountered fighterz in four missions out of seven over kills,

They ranged in number from 10 to }5 near the b;ginning of the month,

to one on the 19th., They were identified as Zekes, Hamps, Tonys s and
Ogears, and on B December were observed to employ aerial bombs.73 The
Liberators destroyed five Zekes and cne Tony, and-the fighters were
able to destroy one B-2i and damage 17.7h A=2hL's and é—39's glso en-
comtered from four to seven Zekes over Mille on three occasions, -

They destroyed three Zelkes, probably destroyed another, and damaged

one. Heone of the fighters or dive bombers was destrgyed or damaged by

enem& interceptors.75 After 23 December 1¢43 there was no furthsr
intercevtion over liille Atoll.76

The greatest concentration of enemy fighte;s wag at Maloelap, and

during every mission over this target from 16 November 1943 to 2 January = '~
1944, intercepiion gaﬁw?pqpuntereg. These missions ali were conducted

by B-24's. The number of fighters up to meet them grew from 12 tP 15

to a high of 35 to 40, id.entii‘ié?l mostly as Zekus, although some Hamps

and Oscars wera reporte&. The Liberators managud to shoot down 54 of
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the interéep‘aing fighters, probably shoot dom 61, and damage 55, .l
though in doing it 11 of the heavy bombers were lost, and 60 ware
damaged.77 ‘These logses occurred on daybime raids,-and becauae of
them, early in January the B=24's were switched %o the lesb effective,
bt also less hazasdous, night attacks,’®

Maloelap was the only target over which interceptlon continued
into January 1944. The B-2L's, operating at night, encountered no
further interception. The B-25's, however, flyin@l&r—level, daylight
attacks, continued to meet stiff intercepbion over the target, with as

many as 50 fighters being reported up to meet tham, They met intercep-

- tion on evaryﬁmission until 29 Japuary. During the month, seven B-25's

vere shot down, and 48 were damagedsThe low-flying Mitchells, however,
were able to shoot down 24, probably shoot down 17, and dumage 39, in
addition to destroying a number of airoraft on the ground.79 The back
of Jap fighter activity at Maloelap appears to have been broken on

26 Jamuary. On that date, nine B-25's of 47th Bomb Squadron, being
pursued by 18 to 28 aggressive, experienced fighters, were met at a
pre-arranged rendezvous over Aur by 12 P-40's of the L5th Fighter
Scp.l&clrc:n.80 This surprise attack accounted for &t least 1l enemy
fighters.destroyed and two probably aest,royed.gl WMo Seventh Alr Force
vlanes were lost, although eight B=25's wers damaged, cne of chem
serious.;ly.82 On 28 January, a formation of seven B~25!s was_inter-

cepted by five i‘ighters.83 This was the last time vhat Japanese

—

. fightars,-_were sncountered over ilaloelap, or any of the Marshall Islands.

With the air over thz Marshalls completely controlled by U. 3.

forces, the enomy was Limlbed aftep J3 p the use of antiaircraft
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for the defeise of his battered stronghaolds. During the early part of

February , it was noted that the volume of antizireraft in the central
and easterh Liarshalls, which hitherto had been described as generally
intense, if inaccurate, became meager but much_more accurate. 1t was
first belleved that 't:his wes due to a shortage of ammunition. Later

in the month, however, when the fire azain became intense at times,

it was concluded that the enemy had been hoarding his ammunition against
possible landing cperations against him. &k There was a considerable

- aregse in accuracy. This was attributed to two factors: 1) the fact
that the ¢nemy was getting wore and more practical experience; and 2)
nls new antiaireraft %echniques. He had learned that a screen of anti-
aircraft 1s not only ‘\'.'astei‘ul, but that it rarely ever results in the
destruction ;af aireraft; hence he was holding his fi:;'e' until the planes
came in for their bomb run, and then instesad of throwing up & curtain

85

of fire, concentrating &1l of his guns on cne airplane at a time.

* v

Pvidence that this wvas cffective was the loss of three medium borbers,
four dive bombers, «nd o ilchters to antieircrait. 86

In addition to ground &nd air cnoosa.tlon at the targets, the Japs
attempted to oppose our operations by attacks on our buses. Puring

Decerber and Janusry Tarawa vas raided 14 times, Makin 14 times, and

Apamama fwice, The fewest number of enemy aireraft partieipating in

“ thase raids was one) and the greatest, 15. The average humber was be-

tween five and si.x.a'? The enemy did considerable damage on these raids,
but on. the whole did not interfere auprec:.ably with our operations. Cn
15 of the raids no domage Was reported, but on others soms hlts were

scored. Eight persons were killed, and b :mjured including two <
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, J natives who received'slight injuries, Ten airplénea were damaged and
| at least two were destroyed; Other damage inciuded one‘truck destroyed:
a Seabee machine shop destroyed, and gasoline dumps fired tqice.se
. (i‘~ - The most serious damage resultad from the only time the enemy
attempted to bowub our bases during Februsry. {n the 12th ofuthe month,
some 12 to 1/, enemy planes made a alcht attack on.cur newly=-acquired
basq_g@ﬁgpi Island, Kwajalein stoll. The aviack was made from 20,000
feet, and most of the bombs fell in the iégoon, except for one hit in
- 2 bomb storage ares containing 83 x 1,000-1b. qubs. The resulting
) explosion caused widespread damage, with 20 to 25 men reporteé killed,
- 130 wounded, 80 per cent of the supplies on the beachhead destroyed,
and 20 per. cent of the construction equipment damaged. Two LST's in
£9

the lagoon were struck and burned out.
Enemy opposition over the targets and raids upon their operating B
bases were probably the most important ractors affecting Seventh rir
Foree operations during the veriod, but there were others, such as
- distance, flight conditions, and conditions at the bases from which
operations wers conducted. &
A The forward displacement of the bulk of the squadrons lmproved
-8B ~operabing conditions to the extent that shorter flights to ﬁany of the v
targets permitbted the carrying of Ifull bomb loads. In §ctual practice,
however, each type of plane often was pushed to the extent of its
3 range, and sometimes beyond 1n the effort to find targets for land-
(; ‘ based aircraft in a theater comnosad sglmost entirely of w;tar. Naviga~-

il r
g"' tion, gs always in the Pacific Ocean Areas, was of the utmost importance,

. even for the fighter pilots with g

- _ Y3 i 2 §5§§§”%§1ﬁigﬁﬂiki

by comparison with

“ B ~ L
R . o ! . - A 3 k |y B o BT )

FA _ ‘ , e .
g o sk ‘ ; A

Lk ubi e el

THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO1295




»

o e _— » .
- e e g o s s e
. 3 B 1 T SR ST R At e o Fak s N

VTS R TR g A
- 7

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

bombers but hardly short for fighter planes. .As one Squadron S-2 put
it: nTt is important that the pilots be on the ball on navigation.
21 miles over _wabter with a gingle prop out in front is a long Way ana
no sansible place to get lost ....“90
Weather, which had given congiderable trouble during the GALVAMIC
cpara§ion,9l did not appear to ba giving so much trouble during the
campaign, in the llarshzlls, ‘To be sure, there was always & waak Lo
moderste front with two-tenths to ten-tenths coverage in the central
end eastern Marshalls, bubt it caused little or no interference with
operabticns since %E least one of tﬁe principal targets was_usually
clear or partially clear.92 The weather en.route to Ponape and Kusaie

was generelly more difficult to rorecast, and did cause some trouble.

Flights got split and part of the planes bombed alternate targets on

numercus occasions; and in some instances missions were cancelled be-
cause of adverse weather conditions. Ponape and Kusaie always had
cloud cover duping the day, snd teis coadition made observaticn and
photo recohnaissance difficult. However, there were no operaiional
losses atbributed to the weabher during the period.93
Cobditions under which the men of the Seventh Air Fores lived
;nd worked at their bases in the Gllberts wers, as they had been In
the Ellice Islands, primitive._ Tnere were flies and moaguitoes, the
seemingly everlasting "C" rations, and;for the ground crews, especially,
the monotony .of 1ife thet is contained within a tiny coral atoll. In
addition, there were problems that had not been encountersd in the

Fllices. The flerce flghtmng and heavy bombardmant--partlcularly ay

Tarawa-—had left in their wake a mass of stripped and uprootcd coconut
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palms, block-houses smsshed and burned, and filled with the heaped-up ’

-

75,
)

bodies of the decaying, stinking dead. lorecver, for days after the |

atoll had been declared secure, and even after Seventh Alr Force -

TR A PP AT Fermgan g s, g
N v
. -

(N‘ planes were operating from its airfields, these dugouts, in addition

$o their unbearatle stench, could often produce a number of fierce,

fighting defenders who would charge or ghoot anyone venturing near

-enough., In what was to be the pattern for mopﬁing—up opaéations

throughc it the Pacific, thess pockeis of fanatical, last-ditch de-

fenders had to be reauced one by one by dynamite, bull-dozers, and
94 ’

flasme throwers.

Yot, with the spirit alsplayed by the American soldier wherever

g e g e e

he is stationed, the men of the Seventh iir Force adjusted themselves

-

to conditions &s they found them. The Historical Officer of VI -

Bornber Cormand wrote:95 n

BT - e i o hene

But even on coral atolls life can become more or, less

routine with the passing of time, and obstacles which seemed
virtually insuffersble at first ape either eliminated or soon
become every-day matters accepted as a part of daily life.
As the islands were cleaned up, recreaticnal activities be-
. came available; volleyball courts were improvised, bageball
] tournaments were orgarized, and, most important of all, mail
from homs began to come in regularly.

S

ind, as the S-2 of 2 Fighter Sguadron puﬁﬁittgé

The pilots are extremely eager and fight to be on the
alert flights. Living conditions are primitive, chow is B,
¢ and K rotion, the flies are bad in the daytime, the
mosquitoes bad at night., There is a certain amount of -
dysentery but everyone's morale is high,
e« S

(‘ ’ is has been indicated above, any attempt to evaluate the opera-—
- . 7

tions of the Seventh Air Force is subject to numersus difficulties.

No eiffort will be made here to pass judgment. The most that is in-

IRy
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As a means of indicating the relative effort exerted against the

various targets, the following is a statement on the boub tonnage
o8

dropped during the months from December 19,3 through February 194k

Short Tons of Bembs Dropped

S

)
a b eimmn T Al e R ko L af AN TR S e e

TARGET Dec 43  den hk  Feb bk . Jotal
Narshalls . -

Maloelap 126.1 192.3 233.2 551.6

Mille . 203.0 180.0 154.7 538,13

. wotje . L5L.5 - 214, 6 261.3 627 .4,
z Jaluit 92.6 131.9 150,0 3Th.5
. Kwajalein G6.8 200.2 18.0 315.0
1 Majuro 15.0 15.0
: Aur . 8.5 _ B.5
; Rongelap 8.0 8.0
i Arno 5.9 5.9
: Likiep 3.0 3.0

- Carolines

Ponape 2.3 172.3

. . Kusaie - - 493 9.3

' Nauru . 12.0 L.8 15.8
; Shipping . ) 21.0 2.0 23-0
TOTALS 897.6 362.2 1,048.8 2,708.6

The Sth Statistical Control Unit, Oversea, Special, prepeored a

tebulation ef performance of B-24's and B-25's on the basis of the

—

PR g

percentage of sorties successfully destroying their targets. The
average percentage during the period from December 1943 to February

1944 was as folloWa=99

B2k B~25 -
Target Destroyed 65% 86% ’
Target Partially Destroyed 20 1l
Target Frobably Destroyad g8 .. 1
Unsuccessfiul 1 2

The following quotatiochs from photographic Intelligence reports
(; giVa an estlmate of damage™ ‘done to various targnts on ths basis of

photo recornaissance:

Maloelsp--The success of the.asrlal bombardments directed
against MALOELAP in past months is attasta- Wi tho;fa:tzthgb'
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the remaining targets, although very worthwhiie, =re few and
seattered and thus probablylggre vulnerable to dive~bombing

than other types of attack.

ille--Since the end of November when the fleel and air
sttacks on MILLE started which leveled almost all of the major
_buildings ineluding most of the aireraflt gervicing facllities,
the garrison has made little attempt at the patently futile job
of reconstristing damaged and destroyed facilities. Instead,
except for the erection of huts, all either revetted or well
below ground surface, all effort has ‘been asoncentrated on
strengthening ground defeqses,'thioiefenders obviously feeling
their island marked for invasion.

Jaluit-=yith the exception. of the northern barracks group
which was wiped out by Army Liberstor strikes ezrly in Decewher,
the seaplene base at EMIDJ offers more or less the same target162
little additional damage has been caused by subsequent sirikes,

Tiot ja--Almost continuous borbing end ship bombardment have
been directed against the installations which remained on WOTJE
ISLALD following the carrier stirikes of early Februarys- As a
result, all are now damaged, in many cases seversly, but none
are conclusively knocked-out nor has the enemy ceased Sepairing
the runways, the short (IE-SYW) runway is serviceable.to2

Regarding the many night hafassing strikes made against ensmy

bases, particularly prior to the invasion of kKwajalein, the a=3 of the

Seventh 4ir Force felt thst it was extremely questionable whether the

results from such-missions were commensurate with the effort involveds

"Jse of aircraft and c¢rews in this manner rasults either in a fewer

number of each available for -otherwpissions where the intent is to
strike in force, or the number of missions must necessarily be re-

duced. To carry out strike missicns at reduced strengih over enemy

antiaireraft defenses places the attackers at a definite disadvantaga.“loh

The Amny Air Forces Evaluation Board reported that it was the

* consensus of observers that continuea harassing bombing is effective

in wearing down defending troops, causing them to lose sleap and hence

haking them less alert.loi Uoreover, the'efcht of the widespread

strikes was to gonfuse ¢ ognpha next

ELOTS e D
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% : anphibious cperation snd divide his attention,™00

¥ . -

;’ In connection with the aerial bombardment that augmented a tremendous
{ . nszval essault prior {o the lnvasion of Kwajaléin, it was found that while
E ( _ the vombardrents had destroyed or damaged every above-ground fortilicas

% tion, many machine-gun positions remained untouched, and daps continued

{ ER

% to occupy well-camouflaged foxholes 07

; .

} _ i Qeneral Hale summarized the results of Seventh iir Force operations
% during tle FLINTLOCK phase of the iarshalls operations as follows 3108

i

; The sumilative effsct of bomb tormage dropped, plus the

P nightly herasswent during the final days undoubtedly resulted in

! cavsing the enemy in ihe MiRSHILLS meterial damage, aporehension,

: fatigue, and the impairment of the will to resist. An Incon-

f testable fact is that our naval forces participating in the

] assault and cccupation of E7uJALELN and MAJURC were not attacked
! ~ by une single hostile aireraft.
' It must be presumed that the operations of Lhe Jeventh .ir
. - Force consbituted a mujor factor in attuining the surprise that
i resulted, and the lack of uir‘resistance that wWas encountered,

- by the invesion forces enroute to their objectives. -

-

The results of 3eventh .ir Force actavity in the C.TCHr(LZ phase

of the operdtion were described by-wrig. Gen. Robert '/, Douglass, dJr., $

as follows: ?‘09

Mo e s el

. Fhotographs and observations of participating crews during
- . this veriod show that the cumulative damage inflicted on the enemy —
and his bases was enormous, Practically all buildings and
installations above ground on Liili, Wotje, Jaluit, and Maloelap
vere dastroyed or seriously damaged.- Huge craters show where
smmnition dumps were destroyed by direet hits,  The demoralizing
affect on ths enemy must have been very great due to his dnability
to effectively deal with our attacks. The effectiveness of our
operations is also atiested to by the fact that there was not cne
enemy. plane sighted in the larshalls during this period.
“The best example of the effectiveness of heavy bombardment
(: was the almost complete destruction of the town of Penape in five -
raids without loss to curselves. Thus, in a period of len days
a pood sized town and one of the Japs most important bases and
supply centers in the Carolines was virtually wiped cut, Tais
was sebuslly the first time that Seventh Air Force bombers angaged
in strategic bombing, and the-results obtained point the way to
v even greater destruction of the enemy as more Aimportant and more
densfalzy populated areas come within our range “i;:"l' 2 5‘3} “’«i‘é‘ 5
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-Uhapter III

) THE MARIANAS

The months of March and Aprdl 194k were a period of transition in
the operations of the Seventh Air Force.e On the one hand, its units—
were mov‘ing to new bases made possible by the successiul cutcome “of
joint operations in the Marshalls and from thoze bases initiatirg the
bombardment of targets still farther west in”proparation for i‘ux’-ther
amphibious assault. On the other hand,“;;;;r were continuing, and in
some instances increasing, their setivity over their egtablished
$argets in the Yarshall Islands. This latter phase of operations will
be touched upon before discussing the former.

' As has boen indicated, by the middle of March the fighter and
dive-bomber squadrons had terminated their sctivity in the Central
Paclific and wore retu:med to 6&1111.1 The 53131'. FiEhter—-Bpmber Squadron
was redean.gnated the 53lst Fighter Squadron, and with the 46th and
72d. Fighter Squadrons was combined into the Zlst Fighter Group (TE).
This wmit was then re-equipped with neéw P-38 aireraft and was to
operate in the Hawaiian Islands. It was first aaqigned to the VIX
Figilter Gommand,h and then v the Tth Fighter Wi.ng,s nexly activated

for the defense of the Hawailan area and under'the operational control

of the Central Pacifi® Base Oompnd.s

wth fighters and dive bombers removed from the scene of combat
s activity of the

.......
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hint Group';s medium bombera. The tot.al number of bombing sorties
flown by B-25's jumped froa 175 in, Fa‘bruary to 60k in March.! This

was incressed in April to a high of 875. At the same time, the

3 ( average -length of bombing sorties decressed from. 6.9 hours in Feb-
- ruary 4o 47 ‘hovrs in March,? and to 3.2 hours in April.’®

This would indicate not énly that certain targets were being hit
n;ore often than they had been before, but also that those targets

AN e

" most frequently hit were located at relatively close range to the

bobers! operating bases. This was the case, with Jaluit and Maloelap

being the targets most frequently hit. During March more sorties were
flown over these two targets than over all the others bombed by the

ST e T

B=25's, and during April this incr;asecl to over twice &s many sorties

g

as wors flown over all other targets by B—25's.’ll
The pattern in which most of tiese sorties were fiown was estab-

BRI R eige s ars

lished on 23-24 March ("Z® tizs) when 13 Bw25's from Tarawa bmi:od

- ——

Maloelsp from mediun altitude, landed at the Navy's newly-developed

base at Majurc for refueling and rearming, and on the return %o

12

Tarawa bombed Jaluit. Theso shuttle missions from Tarawa and Mekin

e e wormesr ey, grAeeat

over Jaluit and Maloelap, with Mille occssionally being hit as an
aiternate target, became an almost deily occurrencs, and scon were
referred to by the crews who made them as "the milk J:'una.":L3 Inter~
coptors had long since ceased to appear ovey even Maloelap, so the -
only opposi ion was that offered by antialrersft. No B—25'é wera shot
. down_over either target during the two months, slthough Japersse

| gunners damaged 16 over Maloelap and four over Jaluit .l“ Continued
ta at both placu. Even

- bombing had destroyed most or the 1arga tar

¢t
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on Taros, where the Japs had for a long t:i.me expended considerable
offort to keep. one rumway operational, it was noticed by the middle of
March that both runways were unserviceable and :r,ha.t q;epaira were fali-
ing behind the pace of bombings,™> The only tavget area still ex-
tatsive enough to isvite area bombing was Jabor Town on Jaluit Island. 0
For the remainder, pin-point bombing wes required, Various gun
positions were the favorite targets. They were unot a simple target’
from 8 disbance of 8,000 to 11,000 feet'.’, bubﬂgood rasults were obtained.
~ The same situation as to target areas existed on Wotje and Mille,

the other Mershall Islands attacked by the medium bombers, Such in-

atalia.tions as dld _exis’c. wore widely scatbered, but since they supported

18

the enomy's continued existence, they were considéred valusble targets.™
Tndicative of the quality of the antiaircraft fire met over the two
targets is the fact that in over 200 sorties not a single B-25 was -
danaged. 7 .

Although beginning in March, the heavy bombers were used primarily
against targets in the Carclines, they also struck their old targets
in the Marshalls occasionally. During the two months, March and April,
15 B-2i, sorties were flown against Mille, 28 ageinst Maloelap, AN
against Jaluit, and 62 against Wotje. Five sorties were also flom;
azainst Nauru, ,The kind of resistance the Liberators were meeiing in
this area is illustrated by the fact that none was lost and only
three were damaged during the period. Two of the three were damaged
m; Naurun, and cne over \'fotje'_.?o '

In preparation for the B-24 at.::ikea -‘fu;rt-her along the road to

the Japanese homeland, t s of the Sevanth Air

o

1o o
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Force wers redsployed, during March and dpril, from their bases in the

Baiwetok, 2> and that of the 98th Bomb Squadron at “Makin.
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‘Gliberts to those recently acquired in the Marshalls. The mediums
remained iY the Marshalls, although during April the squadrons of the
4lst Bomb (roup were moved tq_ Hakin from Tarswa and ﬁxpa.rmauma..21 The
base from which heavy operations were to be conducted was K\'ré.ja.lain.
Fniwetok, approximately 370 nautics? miles to the northwest, was being
developed into a nsval facil:ity, and thuld provide an excellent base

for staging long-distance rsids.

The 30th Bomb Group was the first to move. An advance party

‘arriv:ad at Kwajalein from Apamama on 7 March 19&1;.22 Part of the air
echelon arrived on 18 ¥arch, and by 20 March, Group headquarters and
all three ,oi‘ jits squadrons in the forward area were at their new
base.,%? While the ground echelons had been making the move to

Kwajalein by water, the air echelons had been stationed at Makin.

The 11th Bomb Group moved from Tarawa to Kwajelein during the

last days of March and the first part of April.?l‘ “Puring the movement

the air echelon of the 26th Bomb Squadron was temporarily based &t

26 ypvow,

Seventh Ai:r Force,-having fulfiiled the purpose for which it was formed,
was .not moved from Tarawa to Kwajalein, but was disbanded on 26 M¥arch
1944, and its functions were turned over to Headguarters VI. Bomber
Gommand, with General lanGen, Commanding General of the VII Bomber
Command, being named Neputy Commander of the Seventh Air Force in the
forward area.m, Also, the 9th Troop Carrier Squadron, whicik had

arrived from the states in February, was moved to Apamema and placed

under the operational con pobrad Passlhe. =,- moat Air Transport

£l
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-~ attaclc.33 This was alfc the o awajaleln had been used by a
‘ atriking force of land-based bombers. Altogethez", L8 sorties wers
flown against Wake during March, end 75 during Aprin, P |
C The great bastion ;zf Truk, in omtrast to Wake, was to become
the Seventh Air Ioree's most importani target during the period covered
by this study. Ocoupying a central position in the Carolines and
- situated midway; between- Saipan and Rabaul, Truk was the kaystone of
the enery's outer defense perimat.erp,’ and the primary base for all
- South Central Pacific operatlons .3 > From this anchorage and supply'
point were launched the attacks which took the Gilberts, Solomons,
New Ireland, and New Britain.- Truk was the key supply base for the
eastern Carclines dnd & relaq(r point for fighter planes:mrroute to
Sopth and Central Paoific; enemy bases, The snchorage facilities <
could accommodate the entire Japanase flest if necessary, and its air-
fields could launch a formidabis number of planes against an attacker.
The atoll consists of a group of about 84, coral and basaltic islands,
The larger islands are inclossd by a barrier reef, roughly eireular °
in shape and about 30 miles in-diamster.  The principal Seventh Air
Force targets within the lagoon were:ithe four islands of Dublon, Eten,
Moen, and Param. ‘
Dublon, located in the wastern section of the lagoon, was the
‘ ~9gx§t'e; of &1l activity, containing the enemy's headquarters for the '
. central and eastern Carolines, his main storage and repair facilities, -
( . a geaplane base, a submarine base, the main barra.cké area, and i1‘.\1-:)

s i

radio stations., Dublon Town was the ascene of greatest activity on

the island, although along the entire south shore there were concertra~

tions of docks, warehouses, tank farms, and buildinga:

. l'."'l ,‘Eji'l."_vu --
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situated opposite Dublon Town, had- the largest

N 4

3%

Eten, strateglcs
and best developed airfield in the atoll. Moen, the northernmost of
the Iarger’ islands, contained two airstrips and a seaplane base. Parmss,
centrally located in the lagoon, supported a single alrstrip, ’

The atoll taa particularly wall-idefended. The airfields could
pend up fighter planes, There wers hundreds of antialreraft and
coastal guns on the heights. South Pass and Otts Pass were: protected
by undcr-water dstection devices, and North Pass had a controlled
mine field in its channel. The main lagoon islands wore guarded by
eight-inch coastal guns, and were alge fortified by entiaireraft and
ground ciufansea in depth. There were nine radio stations and three
RDP distributed throughout the islands.

The Japanese boasted that Truk was impregnable to any kind of
assault, and the feeling was for a long time current that they were
right.

fortreas in &

On 16 Februsry 194i,, however, Nuvy carrier planes struck the
surprise raid and found it vulnerable to air attack.
The Navy pilots swept aside all air oppositicn and blasted shipping
at will, Shortly thereafier, B-24'a of the Thirtesnth Air Force, by
staging through tl'ie Green Islands and f;ha newly captured Admiraltiea,n
began striking Truk in daylight raids. They met r;:midable opposition,
including 40 te 90 interceptors, in each raid,_ and thelr lcsses in
Be2i!'s 36

The first raid on Truk by aircraft of the Seventh Alr Force

sitob down and damaged wers high.

ocecurred ¢n the night of 15 Mareh 1944, when 22 B-24's of tha 30th
Bomb Group staged through Kwajalein to drop 500-1b, GP bombs on aircraft
installations at Eton and the seaplane base and tank farm at Dublon.

ﬂ“ \4‘1 i’ s !”1_ »«"E

THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAWEO12958

b -




o
" M T A s WA M Y s, et A

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e P

Terrific explosions, 1 1RO by v '- Truk, were visible
for 30 miles on the re’curn One to three m;nw aireraft were airborne
over the target, and antiaircraft fire was moderate to intense, causﬁg
minor MQG to two B-24's. At the ¢completion of the mission, the
Liberators had flown from 3,218 to 3,700 statute miles,”! S

During the month of March, 70 B-2 sorties were flown over Truk,
and during April this was increased to 250 aor‘-:.ies.% All of the
missions against Truk during these two months were flown at night,
Night fighters were in evidence almost every time the Liberators were
over the target. Not only were fighters employed, but tﬂir;-angine
bombers (Bettys) were reported by the returning crews.>? The inter-
ceptors made many attempts &t air-to-air bombing with rhosphorcus
bombs, evidently hoping that the evasive action necessary to avoid
the bombs woild break 'up the formation and allow the interceptors to
concentrate on any ¢rippled aireraft that could not maintain the
spesd of the rest of the formation.*® The might fighters! activity
was coordinated with searchlights., A B=24 would be held in a cone
of light for about 30 seconds; then the lights would switch off,
This'proc;edure aided the fighters in locating their potential victim
and sliowed them to attack without being-illuminated themselves.**
Oftentimes, too, the night fighters did not seem amxious to press
the attack,l'?' and on the whole it was felt that they were not parti-
culérly effective ."*3

Probably more offective was antiaircraft, guided by searchlights.
The “intensity of fire varied with almost every mission. Generally

spesking, howaver, it was at least moderate; and often it was accurate.
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Five B-24's wore lostt‘and 10 ware amaged er Truk during March and
April, probably from antiaircraft and operational causes.

During April, when the rate of attack was stepped up to an
average of one mission every other m.ght and when at the same tims
the units were in process of moving from the Gilberts to Kwajalein,®
the Liberatora were operated under rirome diffieulties, The aix
squadrons divided the work as follows: two squadrons of the 1lth Group
m\.;ld strike, then one squadron from the 11th Group and one from the
30th would hit, and the third strike would be conducted by two sguad-
rons. of the 3Gth szcaup.w Since the field at Eniwetok, from which
they started staging on 30 March 19.%,‘*3 could accommodate only two
squadrong of B=24's abt & time, 1t was necessary to shift the squedrons
back and forth so that no one squadron would have two strikes in
succession. During part of this time, too, the cambat crews were de-
prived of ground echelon serv‘ice.l"9

While the bombardment of Truk was being initiated by the B-24's,

an earlier target in the Carolines, Ponape,>C

continued to be hit by
Liberators and also came within the range of B<25's by whrtus of its
relatively short distance from Eniwetck. During Mareh, 95 B~2l sorties
and 8 B-25 sorties were flown against Ponepe, an;i duux:ixilg April there
were a total of 27 B-24's and 190 B=25's over the target.”l Although
a few B-24 missions were lalmchaci directly against Ponape, most of the
strikes by the Liberators cccurred when it was an alternate target on
raids against Truk, Interception was encounterec as _1a.ta aéa 25-26
Harch when 15 Zekes and Tonys met a squadron of B~25's. Four Zekes

waro- destroved in the air, and tm»- yorg 'prcbabl.y dastroyecb _ One B-25

."...]\.\;

—_— ....-—-J

was damaged.”® During the two Tonths); six B-amp wore’ da.mgad over

. . rE a‘-'nn« — .‘- . {w‘ '
, % *
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Ponape (all in March) , and 23 B-25's were dacagg! and one was lost.5 3
Ponape Towm had, of course, been.virtually destroyed by the in-

candiary attacka @Fabruary.:sl’ Fhotographs taken the first part of

May show that the runways and service areas of the airfield, one and

_one=half miles sou.nwest of Ponape Towmn, were pock-maried with bomb

craters; and the hangars, 22 warehowrss, and seven barracks were =
destroyed. At the Langar Island seaplane base, the ramp was cratered,
the hanga: was destroyed, 50 buildings were destroyed, and 25 were
damaged.ss - M

Also in April two missions were flowm over the distant Marianas.
On 18 April five B-2i's made the more than 2,900-mlle round=trip
flight from Kwajalein to Saipan as escort for five Navy FB4Y photo
planes. They dropped 100-1b, bombs on Saipan and were intercepted by
16 to 20 Zekes, Hamps, and Tonys, of which one was shot down and one
was probably shot down. One B-24 crashed in the water as the result
of damage, but the crew was rescued by a dsst.royer.5 6 Again on
25 April seven B-24's escorted seven Navy FBLY photo planes over Guam.
They encountered no antiaireraft or interception. On the return trip,
all airplanes stopped over at Los Negros in the Admiralties and from
there bombed Pt:»rua.pe.5 7

By 1 May 1944, the units of tho Seventh Air Force were well estab-
lished at the bases from which they were td conduct their part of the
ne:.cb Paclfic joint operation—known under the code name FORAGER--which

¥was the seizure and occupation of the southern Marianas, a little over

1,200 miles west of Eniwetok, and 1,500 miles aouth of Tokyo.
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Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas {CINCPOA), Admiral C, W. Nimite, provided
for the ocoupation of the southern Marianas in order to: a) establish - .
bases for oparations against Japane-sa sea comnunications and for

long-range sir attacks against Japan; b) secure control of-sea

" communications through the Central Pacifie; and ¢) initiate the

isolation and neutralization of ihs central Carolinea.58

The task organization under which these objectives were to be
accomplished consisted ofs a) Central Pacific Task Forces (known as
the Fifth i-‘leet), under Admiral Spruance; ») the Third Fleet under
Admiral Halsey; and c)w‘reisk Force 17, consisting of submarines, under
Vice Admiral Lockwood.59 Admiral Spruance's Central Pacific Task
Forces were charged with the capture, occupation, and defense of
Saipan, Tinian, and Guam, the development of bases én those islands,
and thel acquisition of control of the remaining Marianas. The Third
Fleat was to gupport these operations by alrcraft raconnaissancaxénd
attacks on enemy bases, and Task Force 17 was to do likewise by the
destruction of enemy shi?ping and the maintenance of cobservatlon and
life-guard services off Truk, Woleai, and Palau.bo

The Fifth Flest was a continuance and enlargement of the wast
land, sea, and alr command (COMCENPAC) with which Admiral Spruance had
conducted operations_in the filberts and Marshalls. Admiral Hoover
contimed to command Task Force 57 sa a part of Admiral Spruance'’s .
command. Instead of "Defense Forces and Land Based Air,% the command

) 61

was known as "Forward Ares, Central Pacific.n The Seventh Alr

Force was operated as a part of Task Force £7 under a new command

known as Commander Shore-Based Airoraft, Forward Avea (COMATRFWD),

f'lk TRl TN
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activated on 1 May 1944 and da's:l.gnatod ae Task Ft;rce 59."‘2 Goneral
Hale, who on 15 April 1944 had been succeeded by Censral Douglass,
as Commanding Genmeral of the Seventh Air Farr:e,e’3 was salected as
comuander of this task force and his héadquarters was established

at Kwa.jalein.&" This command, as its name i.mplios: consisted of all
shore-based aireraft (Army, Navy, end iarine) in the forward area.
The Task (rganlzation was as follows :65

a) 59.1 Air Defense Command, Marianas, under
Colonel HeKittrick, USMC.

b) 59.2 Bomber Commend, under Brig. Gen. Truman H, Landon.

¢) 59.3 Ssarch, Reconnaissance and Photographic Command, -
under Captain Taff, USN.

d) 5944 Dive Bomber and Fighter Command, under
Bxig. Gen. Cushman, USMC,

e) 59.5 Transport Air Group, under Lt. Colonsl McQua.de
- USMC.

All Seventh Air Foree units in the forward area were assigned to
these varlous task groups. The 318th Fighter Group, conalsting of
the 19th, 72d, and 333d Fighter Squadrons, was assigned to 59,1 as was
the detachment of the 6th Night Fighter Squadron used in the operation.é_b
Task Group 59.2 was composed entirely of the 1lth, 30th, and Alst Bomb
Groups. The 28th Fhoto Reconnaissance Squadron was assigned to 59.3.
The 86th Combat Mapping Squadron had also been scheduled for a.ssig:ilpent
to 59.3 in the Yarianas, but while its ground echelon Was moved to
Saipan, its ‘air echelon was never moved forward bes’,;;.;; of insufficient
space for operat.{ons. It did operate from Kwaja]iein for a time, how-

ever.67 The 9th Troop Carrier Squedron was assigned to and operated

under the control of CIG 59.5.%8

sk S AP AN R MRALLA WL RIS AR




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

t(k-

o I

-Since the heavy bombardment orgardsati&n of Task Force 59 was
;:omposed entirely of units of the VII Bomber Command, the striking
mi.ssion of the Task Force became that of the VII Bomber Command., That
mission was to strike enemy forcea and basss in accordance with the
following instruutions:eg

1. Enemy Shipping snd Submarines, Enemy shipping within
range of shore basad aircraft in the Gentrel Pacific has been,
and will remain, the primary target. Enemy surface vessels emnd
submarines will be vigorously attacked at every opportunity....

. 2. Enemy hold bases within tha MARSHALL ISIANDS. ZXEvery

. effort will be mads Lo prevent yent the supply or pply or evacuation of

. these bases. Surface patrols will be maintained in the vicinity
of thege basea ag practicable by units of Task Force 57.
ComTaskFor 59 will furnish air patrols to ¢ccordinate with the
surface vessels as required. @Ground installations, stores,
antiaireraft, coastal defense batteries, radio and radar in-
stallations must be reduced by persistent attacks by aircraft.
These bagss must be allowed no servicesble surface-craft of
any description in order to prevent the dispersal of their
materisl or concentration of forces a.ga.inst attack.

3. NAURU, KUSAIE, and OCEAN aré largal;r inactive, snd not
considered as profitable t.argets unless reconnaisss.nce shows in~-
creased zctivity. They must be kept under periodic observation.

4« Enemy held bases In the Eastern CARQOLINES are to be
attacked conatantly. The priority of impediately avallable
targeitm, in order of their importance as a potential threat to
our forces, is: TRUK, PONAPE, WAXE, and others. Particular
emphasis may be required on npooially designated targets from
time to time in order to prevent their use by the enemy against
our {lest units at sea....

It was felt that the Marlanas, which were the primary ob;ectivo
of the FORAGER operation, were too distant from the available bases
to make practicable sustained bombardmsnt by shore-based aireraft. It
was intended, however, to continue to coordinate occasional str‘-ikes by
long-rangd bWrs with reconnaiasance m;lezs:\.om:.?0 .
The mission of the 31.8th Fighter Group, as\"a part of_ Task G¥oup

59.1, wWas to provide air defense for the southern Harianas after the

%%‘Eaa‘ﬂ%ﬁf i
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assault phase of FORAGER. As will be seen, this was later supplemented
to inelude preparation for and close support of the Tinian occupation,
marking the first time that Seventh Air Force fighters had been used
C - Ain such a capa.city.ﬂ
As had been i cane since November 1943, the actusl operations

R

of the Savan%h‘“hir Foroa were continuovm, and were not broken up into

AN

specific actions. These operations during +he pariod May through . -4
July 1944 w1l be discussed in the folloning order: first, those of

the units based in the Marshalls and Gi.l}?ert‘-a, sand second, those of
units which came to bs based during the period in the Mariaras,

B-2'5 of the 1lth and 30th Bomb Groups continued to strike Truk
a?a thei_r primary target, as they had in March and April. There was a
considerable decrease in activit} over the atoll during May, in come
parison with what it Had been in April, the total number of missions
dropping from 15 to se;van, ard the sorties fram 248 to 101. During
June, howsver, these figures were increased to 18 missions and 241
sorties, and during July to 22 missions a;.nd 339 sorties.72

Until the middle of Jume, all missions over Truk were flown at
nights "The general plan was for the aireraft participating to take

off from Eniwetok, the staging base, at five-minute intervals and

oroceed individually to the Initial Point {the point at which an air-
plar;,e’ turns into the targat). For a great majority of the night
mission this point was near the Northeast Pass of Truk Atoll. The |
t average bombing altitude m;s 10,000 raet.73 The planes wore‘ alone }
over the targgt so far as their occupants kngw, and the paychological

affect of tho experience
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as “the same fear that & 10-year old boy has while running alone through

a blg cemetery at='z:ig&xt.';7i* -

Conditions over the target remained largely the same as they har

- \( been earlier. Antiaircraf; fire, coordinated to varying degrees with

- gearchlights, coniinued to vary in intensity and accuracy with aimost
every mission. Frequently, from ona to ai:x unidentified enemy aircraft
yore encountered over the atoll, but om six of the night missions con-
ducted during May and the first two weeks of June no intereeptore‘ wore
c:beuarireci..‘?5 Thare was soma indication, too, that begiming with the
last weak in May both searchiights and antiaircraft were decreasing
in effectiveness, The crews felt that the constant bombardment which
they had administered was beginning to have some er.fact.76 Further,
the bombers -began to employ & device to confuse and njam" the radar

" equipment by which the defenses Were presumably directed, Approximately

2), bundles of radar "window! were carried in each plene and were drepped

-~ _on-the approach as well as over the target.w The crews appeared to
fael that the practics was effective. One squadron reported that the
dropping of window, coupled with evasive action to and from the targst,
made possible successful evasion of searchlights, and crew members re-
ported lights aimlessly stabbing the sky in the vicinity of the slowly
d.rop?ing window.78 Another squadron ?eported that on the laast day of
May it used window for the first time and believed it to be satisfactory

L because several searchlights were encountered, but were erratic and

| Q eagy to elude.79 Another evidence of their-éfr;uéiiwnose is the fact

1 that, when the 30th Borb Croup exbausted its supply of radar windows

during the month of June 194, their lack wes teriously fe1t. %
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" were damaged. None of the B~2i's was lost, and only one Was damaged.,
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During June one. of the 30th Group'a airplanes was-equipped with
an intercept reeeiver and pulse analyzer for determining frequency
and other characteristics of enemy radar. It was the conviction of the
Group Operations Officer that installation of radar jmrs, to be
used in conjunctisn with this receiver, would be an invaluable aid in
deceiving the enemy on approach to the target. At that time, however,
none was available .81 —

On 13 June 1944, Seventh Alr Force Liberators flew their firat -
daylight missicn over Truk. Thg\ raid was conducted by three squadrons
of the 1ith Bonb Group, flying in group formation.5? Twenty-six B~2's,
carrying 100~1b. GP bombs, took off from Eniwetck for the attack but
only 19 got over the target. They were accompanied by-three Navy
photo planes. Antiaircraft fire was moderate to intense, and variedﬁ
from inaseurate to aceurate, In sddition, the Liberators encountered
about 15 gnemy fighters, mostly Zekes, which were already st high
altitude when the target was reached. They probably had been sent up
:)n warning from Hall Ieland.sh This was the first time the Severth's
B~24's had encountered daylight interception since early in January.ss
The interception conai‘st*ed of coordinated shooting and serial bomb
attacks. The bombs were dropped from 12 or one ©'clock high, and the
majority of the shooting 'passkes wera from 12, one, two, or taree o!
clock, Althougha the pilots secemed well trained, hardiy say of the
attaciks were aggressively preaaed.gb ne Zeke was destroyed, two

Zekes and one Hamp were probably dectroyed, and two Zekes and two Tojos

The returning crews felt that the coordinated serial bomb and

shooting tactic was designed to break up their romati.m, or else to
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cause a single aireraft to straggle so that-the fighters could con-

88 . inesmuch as the best defense against enemy fighters

centrate on it,
appedred to be a tight formation, one squadron stated that the planes
should hold their formation even if it necessitated slowing dmm.89

It was felt, too, that if this first mission was any indication, the 1

fighter strength at Truk was less than it had been presumed to bo.go

With- the exceptiog of & mission flown the nj:ght of the 1lith, all
of the remainil:Lg' missions against Truk during Juns were daylight
attacks, The change-over from the night missions had been necessitated
by the operation withinganbar range of Truk of the task force which
invaded Saipan on 15 June.-,gl n

The daylight missions aver Truk were receivesd with varying re-
actions by tho men who flew them. Home feli that the physical discom~
fort of flying at 18,000 to 22,000 feet, the restrictions in;poscd. by
the use of oxygen equipment, and the necessity for more evasive action
reducec the bombing accuracy.92 It was also pointed out that pattern
bombing over a amall target was possibly not as effective as bombing
by individual airplanes, but inasmuch as t}nre was no fighter escort
the bombeFs went over the target in.formation because of its defensive
valge.%. Others, ezpecially the g{mnera, welcomed the daylight raids,
because they could "see what they were doing." Also, phaotcgraphs were
taken on the day mission, hence results could be more acourataly de-
t.amined.%'

During the firat half Ef July tie procedure for bombing Truk was
changed from all daylight missions to alternate day and night strikes,

one squadron would m ake a night-bombing and harassing mission on the
_.:-'i§ . hiﬂ;"" B e w A
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- nigat preceding & daylight-boubing mission by the o dther two squadrons :
of the group,’” During the last half of the zonth they again switched ;
to daylight missioms flyin,g only two night strikes during the last two =

: . wooks, O Also, there was one major change in cembat tactics during :

the month. Instezd of the usual practice of sending two squadrons

to the target in formation and having them separate just priy.or to the

. bomb run, three squadrons were used for better protection against

| . N aggressive intercept.ionow

! The Liberators continued to meet interception over Truk. Fighters

were up to meet them on almost every daylight mission during June and

Y

July, although the mumber of interceptors fluctuated con”siderably,
98

-

-~

Their tzctics remained about the -
99

varying from 4 to 5 to 16 to 19,

[

same as they were on the flirst daylight‘missiop, 13 June;” " and the

f _B-2413 continued to 1}191}' upon the fire power of a close formation aa

their primary defense against fighter attacks. In the daylight raids
of June and July, the Liberstors shot down 22 fighters, probably shot
down L, and damaged 25. Tv;o Libarators mere destroyed because of

: : enemy action and 48 were da:naged.loo

It is evident that the Japanese reinforced their mesger fighter

strength at Truk from time to time. Twice during the period this seems
quite apparent: just after the daylight raids began and agair in the
middle of July. On the two raids follouipg the first ome (19 and 20
June) there was no interception.wl On the next dey (2L June), how- i

- (- ever, six fighters war; up to meet one formation of B~24's and nine

to meet another. %2 Again, during the second week in July the inter-

ception encountered on daylight raids gradually dwindled unt.il on

E

ﬁN ,“i, )

gl RMATI
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10 July the B-24's were unoppésed by f:l.ghtforl.los On 13 July, however,
a fomation was met by 12 to 15 Zekes; two Tojos, and two Hamps just
prior to crossing the reef. The en;uw pllots wers aggressive and de~
( termined and in a 30-minute battle mace about 50 passes, dropping from 3

—~32:to 37 phoapharcus bombs. The Liberators got much the best of it,
however, suffering only minor damage to three alrplanss, while they

destroyed ‘five Zekes, probably destroyed another, and damaged four.loh

“the months May through July, and for all practical purposes May was -
the last month in which there waa much diversion of the strength of

¢

i

i

|

% ] Truk was the primary target for the Seventh's Liberators during -
|

g . -

‘ the B-2Lls. D_uring that month as many sorties were flown against

E

Ponape {10l1) as against Truk. Over Wotje, Jaluit, and Wake there were

76, 54, and 62 sorties flown respectively. Also, on four occasions

B-2i,!'s escorted Nav} PBLY photo planes over the Marianas, as they had

done twice befors in April.los Two of these missions were over Guanm,

106

T

and one euch over :Saipan and Rota. Prnemy fighters intercepted in
strength on both missions over Guam and on the one over Saipan, One
B-2h was destroyed over Sa.ipan, and three were damaged over Guam
The Japanese lost four Zekes and one Cscar, with one Zeke probably .
destroyed, and six Zekes, two Oscars, and one Hamp demaged. No B-24's
wors damaged over any of the other targets _at-tacked.lo?
Most of the_%:%@‘usorties over Wotje and Jalult rgpresented their
participation with 5-2;7-5 ‘and noval aireraft in larpze-acale attacks
(a. . on those targets. The attack agasinst Jaluit occurred o; =15 Hay,

when 53 B-Zb,'s of tha 1ith and 30th Bomb Groups and 43 B-25's of the

- Alst Bomb Group dropped a total of 258 tons of GP bombs on the atoll.

o=
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The B=251s also strafed with 14,6,730 rounds of ,50-ca.1. and 2.17 Tounds

of 75-mi. mmnun:i.t:I.cm.‘m8

J'.n a.ddj.tion, the beleaguered garrison vra.s
attacked by 26 F6F's, 95 FiU's, and 60 SED's of the Navy.log A veek -

later, on 21 May, three bombardment groups of the Ssventh Air Force

. ~r in the forward arsa hit Wotje in a similar attack, dropping approximately

177 tons of l::ouﬁ.'»s.'u"O

Likewise, approximately one-fourth of the B~24 sorties against

Fonape for the month were-accounted for by a joint Liberator'—uitchell
attack. On 2728 May, 2, B~2l's and 52 B«25's dropped a tobal of 98.5
tone of bombs on tha:'b target.lll Host of the remaining B-2£p‘ sorties
against Ponape during May wore made when it wag used as an alternate
target for bombers unsble to reach Truk. On 5 May, however, 39 13:—24'3
attacked the island, dropping 9.75 tons. 2 ¢

Aftor 1 June, the B-24's struck virtually no targets except Truk,

There was one photo mission over Guam, 34 sorties were flown over

“Ponape as an alternate target on Truk missions, and 18 practice sorties

were sent over T.‘t‘otje.IlB

“

During all this time, the heavy bombers had been operating under

a strenuous schedule, and there is some evidence that their performance

BT gy
was not considered altogether satisfactory, During June the percentage

of planes taking off and returning abortive rose fI‘OI;I 6.2 £0 9.1 per

cent. M4 At the same time , the percentage of unsuccessful sorties
115

rose from 3 to 13 per cent. Morebver, the ratio of crews to planes

(- ready for combat fell below one,ll6 On 27 June,: General Hale,

Commander of Task Force 59, wired the Commanding General of the Seventh

Alr Force that the performance of bhe heavy bombers was msatisi‘actory

.

od of poor bombing agouracy and an

4 %;w B

and was getting worse, He gompls

i‘!l‘

m‘umw

Spachd,

I N R G R R AR A N
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excassive number of abortive missions and declared that he must have
more crews-and might need a change of “canmand.n'? In response to
this, 12 new crews were sent out immediately, and General Douglass
offerod his A-2, Colonel Waldron, to the VII Bomber Command. 18 on
7 July, Colonet! Waldron succeeded Col. William J. Holzspfel as
Commanding Officey of ths 11lth Ec;z:s]o'Grou.p.:l".l'9

There was not much change during July. _The percentage of abortives

droppsd .1 per cent,lzo

end that of unsuccessful sorties rose 2-per
oent.lz]‘ It was felt, however, that the condition was improving,
The crows wsre getiing more experience in handling the airplanes,
thus minimizing malfunctions qaused by the high power settinga.122
AL,Lao, bombing with AFCE (automstic i‘li;;ht control -equirment) had been
instituted, Tt was believed that the low percentege of hits in the
target area had been because the pilots unconsciously deviated from
the bombk run under aggressivs attack from enenur fighters, By elimi-
nating the human error it was believed that somewhat better results .
vwould be obtained, although by the end of the month conclusive
evidence was not av&ilabs.l23
Thile the B-24's of the 1lth and 30th Bomb Croups were bombing

Truk, Ponape, and Weke, during May 194k, the medium boubers of the

Llst Bomb Group continued their attacks-on the by-passed Larshalls

and on Pona};e .121’ Wotje, however, replaced Maloelap‘as one of the

two targets hit in the regular Makin-Majuro shultle runs. Jaluit -
econtinued to be the other target.m5 The B-25's also hit those tar-
gets in the large-scale attacks conducted in conjunction with B-2i

strikes.126 Ponape, which also was hit. by a cauhinod Iiberator-
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. 2.5 per centin April te 12 per cent in May.
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Mitohell attack, was-the third of the Llat Group's primary targets
during May. Mille and Maloslap also were struck occasionally, ard
Nauxd,- which had not been bombed by B~25's since six sorties were
flomn there in January, again cam under the sigits of the Mitchzils_
in attacks presaging a period of concentration on that target.w'
Only over Nauru and Ponape was any congiderable cpposition met
during the month. One B-25 Ia!‘lost over Ponape, and three were
cla'maqgr,ad..f."'z8 Over Nauru, vhich furnished scme of the most effective
antiaireraft fire in the entire chific Ceean Areas, 11 B-25's were
damaged in 45 scr:tiea.lag Altogether, seven B-25's warehdamag:d over
the Marshalls in May, and none were .'l.<>.°.t,.:1’3'0 ’
Despite the relatively slight opposition over all targets except
two, the pe;cent.age of bombs on sp-ecific targe'lhs-fell congiderably
below the usual high level, and unsuccessful sorties increased f{rom

131 One sguadron felt

that this was due, in part at least, to the number of very small
ta;'get, assigned--two reveited gun positions for all flights on some
oceasions~~and also to the fact that heavier bombs, of which fewer
could be drepped, had to be carried because small bombs were no longer
a.vailable.13 2 -

Except for 17 sorties flown sgainst Jaluit in July, the only
targets attacked by the B-25's operating from Makin after May were
Ponape and Nauru, the latter being the target against which the greater
effort was exerted, Det;pite damage which resulted frgm naval alr and
surface hombardment early in December 1943, and subsequent attacks by -

land-baséd aircraft, the tson Nauru :Ln mid—Junp were about the

“THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958
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— same as they had been in the beginning, Although there had been no

new construction since Deceiwber 1943 on an unfinished runway, both

of the completed runweys appeared operational.lag’ Id:kowiao, Rauru

Pt

i

remained one of the hottest spots in the Pacifie, althcugh there was
a steady decraase in‘the ratio of hits by entiaircraft to the number
of s'orties flown. Duz;ing June, 14 B-25's were damaged and three were
lost out of approximately 123 sorties, and during July only t;i.ght
B-25's were damaged in aporoximately 129 sorbi.es.lg“" 8ix airplanes
were damaged in approximately 189 ‘sorties over Ponape during June and

July 35

Lt approximately 1000 hours on 22 June l944~-conly seven days

-

after the first wave of Marines had assaulted the beaches-—P-47's of
the 19th Fighter Squadron, having been catapulied fram carriers,

landed at Aslito Ficld on Saipan.l2° Although the airstrip was

AR E A Sk n n e A AP RTINS Peita B B 1a; T T AT RS T SR T L S I T SR i a3 e A et e
- - 1

hardly secured, within four howrs after arrival eighit planes tock off
on their first ground support mission.l:?'? Upon leaving the carriers,

each plane had been loaded with LOO rounds of ammunition for the two

P

inboard guns and 265 rounds in wach of the remaining guns. It was

expected that the only servicing required would be refueling, The
girst mission, however, called for rockets. Within the four hours
that elapsed between the initial landing and the takewoff on that

first mission, rocket launchers had been installed in the eight plenes

MAMLRR SRR AT I ST T ot SR

and the projectiles had been leaded. All this had been done within
((: _.  the sownd and sight of grownd fizhting, >3
This was the first time fighter planes of the Seventh Alr Force

had been used in close support of -ground troops. During the ramainde;
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of June and July, and.later, ths fighter squadreonms operating from

¥+
Aslito (rensmed Isely) Field maintained the strenucus schedule eztab-
lished during those first hectic hours.

Fd
C Within two days the 19th Flghter Squadron was reinforced by the

g i
'

P~47'8 of the 73d Fighter Squadron and a detachment of seven P~b6l's
of the 6th Night Fighter Squadron, >’ With the arrival of the P=47's
of the 333d Fighter Squadron on 18 July, fighter strength on Saipsn.
mt'nmt.ad.- to wall over 100_aircrafb.w ,

The primary mission of the 318th Fighter Group, &5 hag been in- -

1

dicated, was the defense of the island of-Saipan. This responsi-

q .-

bility was carried oub from 0515 to 1900 (local time) by P-47ts on
combat air patrol, with the squadron on patrol maintaining a minimum

a o T St et by gy

of eight planes in flight and 12 standing by on alert. At night the -
142

F-61's of the 6th Night Fipghter Squadron took over the patrol,
In addition to combat air patrel, the fighters were dispatched on

special bombing and strafing missions. These attacks were flown

[
"

primarily against airfields, gun positions, and communications in-

‘ stallations on Tinian. From the beginning of operations, on-station

. strikes alsc were flown against these targets., Such missions were
coordinated with schedules of naval gun fire, attacks byrcarrier—
baged plenes, and fire from Army and Marine artillery. Until Tinian

o . | - was made secure on 31 July, these targets were hit daily.during both o

" 77 7 the morning and au‘i'.e:rmmn.]‘1‘3 Finally, bombing\_anc_?. strafing attacks
(\ . wore launched periodically on runways, installations',:and‘ai_lt.iaircrart

positions at Rota and Pagan Islandu.lm"

i baTn 1o,

Fathriw) el L gk 2 oS
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guns, double as bombers, and launch 4.5-inch rockets, Late in the
[

month they bagan carrying a new type of weapon, the "fire bamb,”

RS L RN,

-

Recently developed at Eglin Field, Florida, and b?ought directly to
( Sa:i.palrl.,l‘["5 i:1m bombs as used by the 318th Fighter Group consisted of
wing tanks and belly tanks, filled at first with a mixture of diesel

oil and gasoline and later with a napalm and gasoline mixburo.lhé The

A e o1 gy

entire apparatus for mixing and loading the bomb's lngredients had to
be constructed from materials at hand..lw The technique for dropping

them was to dive from sbout 2,000 feet to 50 feet and akip bamb,M4¢ -

{9 T et b

With few exceptions, egpecially after the Ordnanse Department modified
the detonator assembly by removing the detonator and putting a filler

P

of black powdar in the g}:ﬂems!.cka,lj"9 there was no duds and the bomb

7

Rl T U S T U P
i

burst resulied in & huge sheet of flame covering a sizable area, sear-
ing anything within that area..150 While it was confliciered that much
work had yet to be dune on them,it was reported that the fire bombs

- proved very effective in the Tinlan campaign and cleared areas
appraximately 75 feet in width by 200 feet in length, ”t

0f the other methods of attack, rockets were found to be effective,

P

although trouble was experienced because rockets fired incoﬁaisj.antly_ 3

as a result of faulty electrical installations. The squadrons re-
quaasted that more informatior on rocket installations be made available

to -thenu15 2 Because of the difficultiss exparienced with the rockets,

TR SR T 2

there was a great deal more dive }Jombing than rocket firing. In many

L instances,, the target was often litile more than a pinpoint--a revetted -

gun position, or guns in caves in the sidea of cliffs, In such ocases,
hits were difficult to secu.t‘q.ls 3 The squadrons reportad high bombing
. the dest.ruc‘hion of buildings

b XY B Y
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or the neutralization of airfielda.lﬂ"
Sﬁrafi;tg appears to have wsn the most accurats means of at-;ack.l”
Becaué'é ‘of the terrain, it was frequently impossible to see through -
the heavy foliage and many pilots actually never saw a single Japanese
soldier froni“tha air, though therv was reason to believe that large i
mubers of them mist have perishea because of fighter activity.lsé
(n other strikes, begeuse of the Japanese ja&cj.ency {0 dig in by day
at;d operate olﬁ;,r by night, most of the damage inflicted was upon
m;a.teriel _ra.ther than personnel.l57

~ Most mlasions were directed by a controller, and targets were not

‘ assigned until just prior to the attack. Targets ware located by the
grid coordinate system, and whereas this ensbled the-pllots toc locate
the target generally, it was felt that lack of preliminary briefing
was a definite hindrance, both in lack of detalled infomsation on the e ]

: . target and lack of opportunity to plen the method of attack. ot Also,

“ it was believed that grid ccordinate locationa of targets should be

‘ checked against photos before the pllots used the maps.159 There was i

also & fesling on the part of the pilots that there was no particular 3

reason why they should Ieve been kept in the air, orbiting the target .

; for long periods before a.t.tack.:ing.l&o A methed of fighter direction

which did appeal to the pilotz was one used during the Tinlan campaign

| ,in which Ground Control would turn the missions over to a controller §
{#Torchy")} flylug s T8F. This pilot, after bringing the P=47's in
( ' olose behind him, would drip a wing ov even fire a short burst or a
rocket at the target as he described it by radio .t * The AaFPOA

Bvaluation Board rerted that this sgystem was considered toc be very
effective, 162 A
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Oppositicn encountered by the P~ 718 ¢ all of their missions was
Jrelatively slight. There was no interception on any of the bombing=
strafing missions, or on any fighter swoep. —Antiaireraft was en~
countered, in v:arying ii;tcnsity and'accuracy, but generally it was
ineffective. Over Tinlan, the fire varied from none to meager-to-
intense machine-gun ‘and light antiaircraft fire. By 22 July, however,
it had virtually diaappeared.163 Likewise; over Saipan the fighters
seldon encountered fire. Over Rota, they occasionally met intensa
machine-gun and some light antiaircraft fire, although in gane;'al there
was none. The heaviest and most intense antiaireraft was_encountered
over Pa.ga:i.l&“

On an average, over all targets, the P-47's ercountered entiair-
eraft fire on 52 per cent of their sorties.lés During the period from
22 June through 31 July 1944, one P-47 was destroyed by antiaireraft,
and nine were destroyed by accidents, including accidents after damage
from enemy action.l%

Ten were damaged by antlalrcraft, and six were damaged in aceidents

during the pericd. 167

In addition, Japanese anipgrs » Tiltering through
the lines at Isely Field on the third night after occupancy destroyed
one P-47 on the ground and reportedly damaged two otherm; -58

Operation of the Thundert:ilts naturally presented many problems,
As has been indlcated, there was some dissatisfaction on the part of
the pilots with the system by which they were assigned targets.169
There was also sous dissatisfaction in the 318th Group with the way in

which they recelved thely arders.17° The proocurement or-~ammition

from the beaches.and the oading of planea on schedule was a chronie

T v
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problem in the early stages of the campaign, and one that was aggravated
by the shortage of trucksolﬂ -
One of tbe major problams confronting the 19th Fighter Squadron
. ( during the first few days of operations was attributed by the squadron
to the gzeal and eagerness of the pilots. The squadron history reports
that desire to mske every strafing pass count resulted in “an wnex- ’
pected number of burpsd-out gun barrels.' Howevor, as moon ss the
situation was appavent, more caution was used and this conditions was
reduced to & min:imum."l72
Further, conditions at Isely Field were cramped and limiting.
(ne squadron historical report deec.ri.be; it:mB -
+eeothe short and extremely rough runway, and the cramped .
space allotted which not only ruled out proper dispersal for
socurity purposes but also reguired parking planes too close
for ordinary line eZficlency. Air traffic became terrific; ’
take=off was frequently delayed and landing was a matter of
simply walting for a lull, It seemed that practically every
type of Army and Navy plane — fighter, bomber, transport and
- reconmaissance - was utilizing the facilities of the field.
The cleose praximity to the battle line of the area in which the
planes were serviced and the crews were housed and fed further added
to the burden. The destruction of one P-47 by snlpers has been
mentioned. Air Force techniclans had not only to service and maintain
their planes under primitive conditions but alsc to double as foot-
soldiers to defend themselves against Japanese snipers.l'm Daspite
j+ all this, however, the fightey ;?_mla_.g?_g_ _on Salpan were maintained up to
(_ g1 per cent of the total alrcraft in ormissicn.t )
In sumary of the activity of the 318th Fighter Group during the

period, the following is quoted from the h:@ators; of the VII Fighter-

vy
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176

Command ¢

The 318th Fighter Group, the units attached to dt, and _
the Signal AW companies, found themselves in an almost unique
, situatlon 3n the FORAGER oparation, an opportunity for the
ciosest kind of asscciation and cooperation hetween fighter -
( planes and ground troops. Isely Fleld was at one time part
of the front lines; throughout the Tinian and Salpan campalgns,
Fighter Command planes frequently took off and hit enemy posi-
tions within sight of the field, sometimes within earshot;
planes aloft on patrol were oftsn diverted to aid troops iy
& short distance from their patrol course. The comendations
earned by the Comrand units in the campalgn are.a clear indica~
tion of how vital a factor close coordination between ground
- and air was in the_conquest of the lslands....

The seven P-6l's operating from Saipan flew 105 sorties during
the period from 24 June to 31 July 1944, During 26 of these, radar
econtact was made with a total of api;roximately 30 gog&es. In -six
sorties a.eria.l‘ interception occurred. The Black Widows destroyed
three enemy aircraft, proba.‘blv destroyed one, and damaged one. No
corib_a;t-q%losses -;are sustained during the pericd, although two P-bl's
we;re lost in J;.me because of a landing aceident, and two more were
lost in Jul& due to a field'craok-—up.lw

In adaition to tﬁe P=4718 of the 318th Fighier Group and the ’

P=61's of the &th Night Fighter Squadron,, one flight of F-5's of the

28th Photo Reconnaissance Squadron was operating from Saipan, be-
ginning 11 July 1944. These P-38's, conyerted for use as photo-

reconnalissance planes, flew 36 sorties over the Marianas from llq."ho

i78

- 31 July, in atdition to only ome abortive. _.Of the 36 sorties, all

-

cosmampm———

but four were succesaful or partially successful. Fhoto runs were .

'
% L c‘fm"'ﬁéde from altitudes as low ag 40 feet loqas high as 14,750 feeb.l79

There were no losses.lao

-

Near the end of July, the 48th Bomb Squadron, having moved™from

_SECURITY INFORMATION~

LT 564

i
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Maldn, began operai;ing its Be25's from Saipan, The primary operations
of this sqéadron during the brief perdod it was st Saipan were against

1 e e

Quam during August and will be discussed in a later study, Diring the
la.;t five days of July, however, 69 B~25 sorties were flown against
Tinian. Parf of them were low-leve% bombing and strafing missions in
deep support of ground troops, and part were obaerva.tion flights in

which Marine officers were carried as observera.ml The purpose of

the cbservation missions was the selection of targets for tactical-~

Pt ey A

support borbing and naval and land-based gun-fire and to observe the

results thereof, These flights were made at falrly low levels, employing
froa one to three airplanes per mission, and the crews-occasionally can—~

- nonaded and strafed enemy targets of opportmity.- Because of their
high spesd and the lack of clarity from their throat misrophones, the
B-25's were not completely satisfactory i‘or cbservation. After si:c

missions over Tinlan, their use for this, purpose was discontinued,
igz | i

'
O I ey fos g g e RIS BRSNS [ S 8 b ko

and thoreafter on B-25 missions the observer flew in a Navy TBF.
In summing up the operations of the Seventh Alr Force during

the Marianas campaign—that is to say, the period from March through

July 1944=--the fc;llowing figures taken from reports prepered by the

gth Statistical Control Unit, Oversea, Special, are given to show l

the effort expended against the various targets, by month, during the

o - perted,® -
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Short Tons of Bombs Dropped _____
Total

63

+ TARGET March  April May June July
e :

Jaluit 175.0 254 Al. - i 939.5
—otje . 68,2 17245 332 2.0 - 19,6 595,1
Haloelap 187.86___ 308,2 __ 41,0 536,8
Ii1Te 127.0 342 16.0 177.2
Hongelap ENA - . July

eB i
Tk T50.2 5775 258s7  <5bbe2 85840 25,0
Yonape 2009 222.0  35i.6  138.2 73,9 990.6
husale 35.8 i ) 35.8
Oroluk 3,0 3.0 2.0 8.0
~Intc Reel 1.5 5.8 T3
Hm 3-5 — 3‘5
Tlelang 3.0 . 3,0
ol 3,0 - B : 3,0
SHIpping 2.8 2.8 .
a Fuluwalt 200 N 20_9__
~—Pingelap 1.5 - 1e5 .
Harianas
T inlan 13.5 _ _L75.4 428.9
—_Rota . 1.2 3945 Li+B 85,5
Pagan 270 270
pan .8 1.0 8.0 13.4 23,2
Guan N 3.k o8 Le8
Take 122 1713 150.5 545440
Hauri 11,2 34.2 - 81&0“6 92, 5‘ 222.5-
TOTAL 10455 1830.2 1613.7 856.3 1611.3 7016.0

In general, the eftectivefess of this tonnage hag beon indieated
in the discussions of operations. As has been mentioned, there was

some reduction in bombing efficlency during the courge of the 1:\erisc>d.‘."8tF

" In addition, both the effectiveness and the desirability of the bombing

of the bty-pasaed Marshalls has toen questioned.lss,' It has also been

pointed out that the effectiveness of the targets in the Carclines

bombed by the Seventh air Force was rapldly vraning i‘rom .outsmo :6auses
186

dunng the period.

vhatever the reasen, however, the fact remains that, as the

Commanding Geqeral of the Seventh Air Force has,atated, the Harshalls,

ot e e

R
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Woke, Nauru, and the eastern Carclines were- e‘&npletely subduad and

o s gy T

kept that wvay during tne entire opsratibn.la? ?fith the exception

oi‘ once at Fonape, not an enemy a:lrplane~m encountored in those

T T

5

areas during the entire operation. Shipping was non-existent, and

any supplies received by the beleagiered Jepanese who were garrison-
) 188

g

ing the islands came by submarine,
Truk, whils contiruing to offer resistance in the form of both

ST e

iﬁtarcept.ion and antiaircraft ,189 was badiy battered and wholly in-

capsble of use as a threat to our bases or an impediment to our

movements 1n the FORAGER camp&igﬂ-lgo .

B TV oy,

[T .-

AL
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CONCLUSION

Although the Seventh Air Force took part in three major campaigns
during the nine months covered by this study, its operatidns t-hroughou‘b
the éntire period were continuous. Even during the rapld change of
bases necessitated by the sweep of american sea, land, and air power
across the Pacific, the-tempo of the atback was maintained, The air
echelons would be stationed temporarily on one island or another,
vhile the ground echelons mads the move by water, At some point in
their shrinking network of Pacific bases the Japanase were i(eprb con-
tinuously undex bombardmnt_ by land-baged alrcraft, i

The force available for this borbardment was smalli—iwo heavy
bomb groups and one medium group, augmented for a while byuthree squad-
rons of ﬁ:ghtors and one of dive bombers and later by three squacirons
of P=47's and a detachment of- night fighters--but small as it was, it
was sufficient for the job at hand. Operation of land-based aircraft
in the Pacific has always been complicated by the dual difficulty of
finding suitable.land areas on which to base and suitable targets
within range of those bases. In am effort to breaden the scope of”
their activity as much as poss:x.ble all t,;rpes of a.ircrai‘b were pushed
to the 1imit of their rango. To incresss this rangef further, bombers

based on one tiny atoll would be staged-through ancther. This made

necegasary the longest. over—wa.ter combat flights in the history of the
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equalled the Japanese-in deadliness,

66

war~-f1ights in which the vastness of -the Pacific Ocean at times

Total bomb tonnage dropped by all types of ajreraft on all targats

Target

Gllberts
Tarawa
. Hakin
Yarshalls
p Jaluit
Yot je
Haloeldp
Miile
Kwajelein
Hajuro
Rongelap
Aur
Arno
Likiep
Shipping
Carolinea
Truk
Ponape
FKusaie
= - QOproluk
Minte Reef
- Hall,
Ujalang
MHokil
Shipping
- Puluwat
Pingelap
Marianas
Tinian
Rota
Pagan
Saipan
Guam
VWake
Nauru
Total

&

Short Tons

6343
31.5

1375.2

- l222.5
1124.0

- 780.1
" 315.0
15.0

1.4

8e5

549

3.0

26,0

20400,6
1162.9
851

» &

\.n\:ay)--z o

|l (W I 8
" e * @
O@mOoOOoOwvVIWwoD

w%
A e )
“«
o RN 2¥ o) L

during the nine months amounted to 10,024.1 short tons, divided as

During the nine months; too, the forward units of the Seventh Air
R R L -
g < ¥ oF s 5, the Hawaiian

— ——— i
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Islands, atd closer to the Japanese homeland, In November 1943 they

had been stationed in the Ellice Islands, some 2,200 miles £rom Oahu

and 3,356 miles from Tokyo. By 31 July 1944, the day before the

- C Seventh Alr Force becams a part of Army Alr Forees, Pacific Ocean

2 Areas, certain units already had. been moved to the Marianas and plans
wors under way for bringing :i.n othe;s. With the arrival of ground

- . and air echelons of thz VII Bomber Goma.nd in 8ailpan early in August,

forward units of the Seventh Air Force had moved mors than 3;000 miles

from the Hawailan Islands and were now based less than 1 300 miles

from Tok;yo.
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For an account of the cperations of the Seventh Air Force in this
early period, see AAY Historical Studies: Fo. 41, Operatiocnal
Eiatory of ‘she Soventh &dr Xoras, Z Racember 1841 o § Novepbar
1243, ‘

AT i

H

For an ountline of the t;sk organlzation, which ig beyond the scope
of thie stndy, nes COMOENFAC-Gparation Plan Jen 1-43, 26 Oct. .43.

7AF, "The Power of Heavies in the 'Galvanic' Operation, D-7 to
D Tay.

Inel, 1, memo, Maj. John ¥W. McIlvaine, Amst., A-2 and MajJ, Maurice
Brozer, Aast. 5ig0 r/n vn BC t0.0G VII BC, 19 Oet. 43.

“Incl. 1, memo, Maj. John ¥. McIlvaine, ¥/E VII BC to 0¢ VII BC,
17 Qet, 43: incl. 2, mamo, Ma). John W, Mellvaine and Maj, Ha.vz'ioe
Broner, r/z VII BC 4o OG VII 30, 19 Oot. 45,

TAF PID, Fhotographic Intelligenca Report 57, 20 Sep. 43.
History of ZOth Bomb Gp., Hiﬂt'ory of 4101; Bomb Gp.

Ltr., 06 7AF to 0g 71X A'B'SC 21 Oot, 43 in AG TAY 372.3, Zone of
Advance,

‘"The Power of Heavies in the 'Galvanic! Operatlon, D-? to D Day."
ibid,

ICPOL Bulletin 1143, Taraws, 1 Feb, 43; 7AF PID, PI Report 59,
24 Bep. 43,

Ses Qparational Hlstory of Sovenih Alr Forgs, 1nm=:mm
ﬁ.mm rp. 40-41.. _ i

7AR PID, PI Rgport 61, 30 Oct. 45. .

Ltr., Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, CG 7AF $o GM 67, subject: Opera-
tions of Seventh Alr orco—--—ls !I TOmIM .
1944, 4td, 15 Feb. 4 :

EIFE A
,.-,J‘
g
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17. D Itid.; Stotement on Marin Island in VII BC files,
= "18.1 JIOPOA Bul, 56-43, Jalult, 10 Dec. 43..

St e i i

19. JIOFOA Bul. 50-43, Mille, 16 Déc. 43.

e )
-

8

JIOPQL 3‘0.1. Mp m°°hp| 25 Nov. 43‘.

21. IOPOA Alr Target Bul. 30, Nauru, 15 Feb, 43.

’

(e pppge n —p

22, JIOPOA Bul. 53-43, Kwajalein, 1 Dec. 42,
- - 25. 7AT 0'3)2 ¥ov. 43.
24 ¥igures from an mgilgne& statement on HQ: Kdvon 7AE staticnary,
B dated 18 Hov, 43, in VII BC A.2 £1las, folder on Fnemy Alr Order
- of Battle.
25, TAY ¥O 2, 2 ¥ov. 43. - -
26. Ind. |
27. Adwon TAR X0 .4a, 13 Nov,. 43, |
" 28. 1hid., Chamge 1, 14 Rov. 43. )
29. Advon 7iY Conwsolidated Mission Report 1, 14 Fov. 43.-

"
L o R L TP T e b Lt

RO
* .

e

30, Advon TAF Hission Reports 8 and 10, 20 Nov. 43.
‘ . 31. Advon 7AF Miseion Report 11, 20 Nov. 43.

22. COperatlons of TAF, as cited in n. 16.

: B 33, IBA.

ﬁ 35, !Eeietype from G& VII BG to (6 "ﬂ, 14 .Tan. 44, ln Advon TAFR,

{ Mlge. Nag,

[ 36. Ibid. _ IR

37. Adwven 7AT Mission Eeports.

oo i

(_ ’ 38, Whe Power of Hoaviu in tha 'Gelmic' Operation, D-7 %o D Iﬁay n

39, 9th 50U, "SBavanth u.r Force Oporation- in the Gil’oerh. Kanhnlla.
.end Uarolines, Novewber 1943 to Harch 1844,M p. 1.

BT
- - lll{ll?{l!'llklll,_g
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70

“The Power of Heavies iz the 'Galvanic’ Operation, D-7 t6 D Day.?
AAFFOA Byaluation Board Report 1, p. 565, '
Ibid.., pp. 2-22, '

id. . o ﬁS ‘

Ihiﬂ.-. p. 23
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13.
14,
15.
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17.
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- Ghapter I1

Advon 7A¥ Miuion I!.eportu 14, 24- Nov. 43; 144, 22 Yor. 43;. and, 148,
23 Kov, 43.

¥/x V1l 30 Misslon Bnport 30, 17 Doc. 43.

JICPOA Bul. 57-43, Wotje, 15 Deo. 43.

Dates of arrival were as follows: EHq, 4ist Bemb @Gp., at Tarawe,

17 Dec. 43; 47th Bomd Sq., Apavama, 23 Dec. 43; 48th Bomd Sg.,
Apemama, 22 Dec. 43 (except that the alr ooholon was at Baker until
14 Jcn. 44); 396th Bord 5q., Tarawa, 24 Dec. 43; and 820th Boxd Sg, i~
Taraws, 24-25 Dec, 43. Iaformation from wnit historiee,

The ground schelon arrived at Mskin on 17 Dec. 43; the new alrplanes,

with nilots, srrived 14 Desa, 43, znd the eir schelon moved from Canton
to Makin, 27 Dec. 43, History of-46th Flghter Sq.

Hlstory of 724 Fid:..ter Sq.

The rear schelon srrived at Apamame on 4 Jan, 44, and the forward
echelon at Makin, 14 Jen. 44. Hiagtory of 45th Plghter Sq.

BElstory of E3lst Plghter 5q.

¥/% VII B Mipsion Report £8, 27 Dec. 43,

Dates of arrival were as followe: Hq, 11lth Bomb Gp., 20 Jan. 44;

36th Bomb 8q., 33-24 Jan. 44! $8%h Bomb Sg,, A-23 Jan. 44} 43lat Bombd
8q., 1520 Jan. 44. Information from wnit blstories,

History of 424 Bomb 8q,

Higtory of 30th Boxbd &p.

- Matoxy of 3924 Bomd 5q.

Historles of 27th and 38%th Bomb 3q.

Advon 7AF, FO'13A, 20 Dec. 43,

“ [~
* Ibr., Brig. Gen. Jobert W. Douglass, Jr., C& 7AF to CIT 57, subject:

Qparations of Seventh Alr Foree, 1 February 1944 through 2 March
1944, 4td. 4 Msy 44, 1In AG 7AP 37C.26.

Tor the task organizations sea OOMOXRPAC Opara.tion Planas Qsn l-44,
6 Jan, 44, and Cen add . :
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Sy 18. See 1. 1. , 2
R 19. COMOENPAC Operation Plan Usn 1~44, 6 Jan. 44,
C 720, Ibdd., Cen 444, 9 Feb,-4d. o

21. Itr., Brig. Gen. Robert ¥, Douglase, Jr., to CIF 57, 4 ¥ay 44.

o 22. Bee lst Lt. Chester W. Taylor, Asst. A-2 ViI BU, "Operations of
' the ‘Seventh Bomber Command In the Marshall Islandas Offensive,?
. 15 Sap. 44; and 9th BOU "Seventh Alr Force Operations in the

Gilderts, ete.,¥ p. 9. .

Ty o * e
— 4 %
L

25. Adson 7AT and F/Z VII BO Mission Reports. |

- 4. "Seventh Mr Porce Opsrations in the Gilberta, ete.," p. 9.

N e
PO

25. Advon 7AP and F/® VII BC Mission Reports. -

]

26. Gth 50U, Hgeventh Air Force Operations in the Gilberts, ete.," p. S. -

27, Advon 7AT and F/E VII BC Misgion Reporte.

' 28. Ihid.

. 29, ¥/E VII BC Misgion Report 96, 5 Feb, 44.

30, 9th st. ;'Seveunth Alr Fo?ce Oporations in the Gilberts, ete.,® p. 9.

3l. ¥/ VII BC Misalon Reports. ‘ i

. 32, JICPOA Bul. 27-44, Ponape, 1 Apr. 44,
33. ¥/B VII BC Migsiun Reporte,

- - 34, Ibid,, 123, 19 Ted, 44; and 123, 20 Feb. 44. .-
35, JICPOA Bul, 80-43, Xusale, 20 Dac, 43.

- - 36, F/B VII BO Mission Beports..

= 37, Itr., Brig, Gen. Robert W, Douglass, Jr., to OTF 57, 4 May 44,
o ‘ 348, Ibhid. '

j‘«.(g ) 39. F/® VIL BC Mission Reports.

40, I]:id.:_. 44, 1 Jan, 44,
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45,

47,
j.;:. ' 43,
4.

&1,

,.'" . 54.
3 85.
56.
57.
- B - 58,

‘:‘ ' ’ 590

60.

61,

“¥/% VI1-BC Higslon Reportis.

Ty, 19,
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Idd,., 46, 1 Jan.

9th 8CU, "3eventn Alr Toxce Operations iu the Gilberts, ete.,”

. Paylor, "Operatione of the Savonth Bomber Command in the Marshall

o
Ind.

Ialand.e Offennivse, *

3

1pid.

9th SO0,
p. 17.

——

fSeventh Alr Foroe Operations-in the Gilberts, stc.t

Fl

¥/Z VII BO Migslon Reports.

I1aid.. 90, 3 Feb, 44,

7/2 VII BC Misslon Reports.

5318t Yighter-Bomber Sq. Mission Report E31-1, 18 Dec. 43.
Iidd,, 1-19.

9th SOU, uSeventh Alr Force Operations in the Gllherta, ete,,"
m. -

Ibid., p. 2%.

VII ¥C Provislonal Op. Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Yebd, 4;&.
1AL, 29-31 Jan. 44.. _

¥il FC Provieional Gp. Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-16 Jan. 44, ~

iuld.

9th 3CU,

"Seventh Alr Forue Operaticnr in ths Glliberts, eta..*
p. 36, 7 .

Ixid. ., pp. &6, 38,

YII X¢ Provisional Gp. -Consolidated Mission Reports, 16-28 Jan., 44.
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63,
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73,
73,
74,
75.
78.
77.
78.
3.

80.
g1.

82,
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8se p. 25. ° - - ,

VII ¥0 Provisional Gp. Consolidated Hislio;z Raports, 1-19 Yeb, 44;
9th 50T, ¥Seventh Alr Force Operations in the ¢ilberts, etec.," p. 45.

'VII FC Provisional Op. Consoiidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Feb. 44,

Itr., Brig. Gen. Ebbert W, Douglfzu. Jr., to 0IF 57, 4 Moy 44,
viI ¥¢ Prn‘ﬁniom Gp. Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Fed. 44,
Ibid., 20-29 Feb, 44. - -

9th S0U, *Seventh Alr Force Operations in the Gilberis, ete.,®

o -

Ltr., Maj, Gen, Willls H, Eale, CG 7AF to OTF E7, 16 Feb. 44.

P/E VII BO Mimslon Report 38, 27 Dec. 43.
IbAd., 43, 29 Dec. 43

Ibid., 24-B, 18 Dec. 43.

¥/E VII BC Mission Reporxis,

¥/2 VII BC and VII ¥C Migsion Reports. <
ibid.

F/8 VII B0 Migsion Reports.

Lbr., Maj. Gen. Willle H. Hale, to COTF 57, 15 Feb. 44.
7/ VII BC Migsion Reports. Ihers 1s some confuslen &s to the
exact number of enemy planes lestroyed and damsged by the B-25'sg
Becanne of the possibilities of duplication axisting 1-i the reports
on the mieslon over Malcslap of 26 .Jan, 44 on which both BQ and ¥¢
reports were submitted. These figuras give the B-35's credit for

nine destroyed, ilvs probadly destroyed, and thres demsged. TFor
detalls ses R26 Jan. 44, Maloelap," in Chronalogy.

See p, 23, )
Sae n, 79 above, .

F/2 VII BO Migeion ROI“G 76, 29 Jan. 44
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88,

84,
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91,

93,
94,

95.
98,

97.

8B,

99,
100,
101,

(_ 103.

103.
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Ibid., 85, 31 Jan, 44.
J'atr.‘. Brig.‘ Gen., Bnb;*t ¥. Douglass, Jr., to OTF 57, 4 May 44,

ibid.
Inol, to Ltr,, Ma}). Gem, E’illitu ¥. Hale, to CTF 57, 15 Peb. 44,

Taylor, "Operations of the Seventh Boabor Cemmand in the Marehall
Iglandne -0ffensive, " pp. 12-13 5 -

-
Ltr., ?rig. Gen, Robert W. Dounglass, Jr., to CTF 57, 4 ¥oy 44
318th Pighter Gp. Intel. Bul. 3, 28 Jan. 44.
Seo p, 9. - .
Lir., Brig. Gen. Bobert V. Touglass, Jr. to OTF 57, 4-May 44.
ibld. .

#Preliminary Organizational Higtory of VII Bomber Cosmand, 1 May

-

"1931 to 31 July 1944," p.39, = -

m ¥ Fo 41-

Itr., Ool. Sylvan Berliner', Hq. VII ¥ 4o Growp and Squadron.
8-2's, subject: Letters Irom Intalligence Qfficers, Task Growp
57.2.2, 11 Jan, 44, in Doo. 6, History of VII Fightar .Command,
8ee p. 11.

9th 50U, 15aventh Alr Foree Operations in the Gilberts, ete.,¥
P i

Ipid., pp. 10, 20.

COMATECENPAG PI Beport 95, 6 Mar, 44.
Ibid. , 65, 16 Tob, 44.

Idid., 64, 16 Feb. 44.
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Seventh Alr Foree Fartlcipatien in I'lintloclc-ﬂatchpole Opoca-
tion, 7 Decexmbor 1943-3 March 1944, subaditted by the 00 7AF (u
the Air Officer, USA.‘I’IGPAJ to CG, USAJIQPL , .

AAEBOA., lral'uatlon Boa.rd Report 1, p. 29.

T@ylor. ”Operations of the SWGnth Bombar Oommand in the ¥arshall
Islands Off{ivngive.®

AATPOA Evalmtion :Boa.rd Report 1, P 29.

Ltr,., Ha.j-. Gon. Willin H. Hale 'ﬁo oo® 57, 15 .'E'eb 44, -

Lte., Brig. Gcm Hobert ¥. Douglass, Jr, to cTey 57, 41!51 44,

El
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i7.
18.

19,
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Chapter I1IL . S

feo Chap. II.

GO 60, EQPA, 27 Tab, 44,

G0 113, HOPA, 20 Apr. 44.

GO 47, 7AY, 24 Apr. 4. -
40 90, 7AF, 3 July 44.

Ltr., Maj. dGon., Hobert W, Douglase, Jr. to CG AAFPOA, gubject:

Swmary of Soventh Alr Force Operations, 3 March 1944 through 15
Lngu-t 1944, d%d. 1 Oct. 42,

9th SOU, #8eventh Alr Force Operations in the G4berts, stc.,*
F. 19.

9th 8CU, *Saventh Air Force Opsrations in the Marghalls, Uarolinea.
and Haxie.naa. April 1944-July 1944,% p, 26,

9¢h 50U, "Soventh Alr Forece Operations in the Gilbertis, ete.,”
p. 19,

N"*—.\’.
9¢h S0U, ¥sSoventh Alr Foree Overatlons in the Marshells, ete.,*
. 26,

¥/% VII 20 Mipslon Raporta.

Ibid., 184, 1 Apr. 44

History of 820tk Bomb Sq., Apr. 44

F/% VII B0 Misplon Reports.
COMATRGEAFAC PI Baport 118, 21 Mar. 44.
Ihtd., 13.3, 25 Mar. 44.

Hlstory of B20th Bomb Sg.,-Apr. 44,

Uﬁmmmm PI Reports i07, 10 Mar, 44; and. 118, .15 Nar, 44,
»/® V11 BO Miseion Heports.
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32.
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Dates of arrival at Makin: Hq. 41lst Bomd Gp., 24 Apr. 44; 47¢h
Bomb Sq., 2 Apr. 44; 48th Bowd £q,, 23-24 Apr. 44; 396th Bowd
8q., 20 Apr. 44; 820th Bom'b 8q., 23-27 ipr. 44. Informetion from
unit hisgtories. ]

Higtory of 30th Bomb Gp., %o 31 Mar. 44.

Datas of arrival at Xwajalefrn wers as follows: Hq. 30th Bomd Gp.

ground ochelon, 12 Mar., 44--air echelon, 26 Mar, 44; 27th Boxb

Sq. ground schelon, 12 Mar, 44--air echalon, 26 Har, 44; Z8th

Bomb Sg. ground schelon, 13 Mar. 44--alr echbelon, 23 Har 44

3924 Bomb S, grvind echelon, 17 Mar, 44--alr echalon, 28 Ha.r
44, Ynformation from tnit histories.

Dates of arrlval at Xwajalein were ss follows: Hg. 1llth Bomd Gp.,

5 Apr. 44; 26th Bomb 8q, ground echelon, 14 APr. 44—alr echelon,
17 Apr. 44; 98th Bomd 8g. ground schelon, 2 Apr, 44--alr echelon,
28 Mar, 44; 431st Boxdb Sq. ground echelon, 31 Mar. 44--zir echslan,
2 Apr. 44. Information from unlit histories.

History of 26th Bomb Sg.

History of 98th Bomb Sq.

Ltr., Ma). Gen, Robert W. Douglams, Jr. $o OG AATPCA, 1 Oct. 44.
ibnid. ‘ "

Hiatdéry of 3924 Bomb Sq.

This means out of reach of the bnaes from which the Seventh Air

Force was then epcrating. Walkte codld have baen hit, of course,
bty land-baned aireraft staging from Midway.

See Qnaratlopal History of ithe Sevanth Alr Force, 7 Degembar 1941
m&nnxmhnxa.%'i

Ltr., H’BSJ. Gen. Robart W, Douglass, Jr, to 0G AAFPOA, 1 Oct, 44.
F/E VII BC Hission Report 161, 15 Mar, 44.

7/2 VII BC Mission Reports.

Information from J ICPOA Bul. 22-44, Truk, 35 Fa‘b 44: wnd-1lir,,

* MaJ, Gen. Robert W. Douglass,-Jr. %o Gf MJ?OA. 1 Oct 44, -

Lpid.

-—

L, . PP 0y
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¥/Z VII B0 Mission Report 167, 29 Mar. 44.
/3 VEL B0 Mission -Reports. -

*Preliminary O}ga.nizatioml Higtory of VII Bember Command,
1 May 1931 to 31 July 1944," p, Bl.

Inid.
Ivid., p. 49.

- Lodda» po 52.

Ltr., Maj. Gen. Bobert W. Douglass, Jr. to O AAFPOA, 1 Oct. 44.

';Proli;ujmy Organlzeltiona.l History of VII Bomber Command, 1 Hay

Ltr., Maj. Gen. Hodert W. Touglass, Jr. to CG AAFFOA, 1 Oct. 44.
Sec also ¥/E VII B0 Mission Reports. -

See-pr. 1’56:-3'?. ’ ’

History of 1lith :Bom'b_ Gp., Apr. 44. N
¥/B VII BC ﬁisuon Report 196, 2 Apr. 44,
Higtory of 1lih Bomb Gp., Apr, 44,

Ses p. 18. *
¥/x VI1 BO Mipsion Reports.

Ibid., 189, 11 Apr, 44.

5/E VI1 BU Mission Reporis,

See p. 19. L -

Inel, B, ltr., Ma}. Gen. Tobert V. Douglass, Jr. to CG AAFPOA,
1 Oct. 44, ) .

P/E VII BC Hission Report 3217, 24 Apr. 44.
ING., B-251, 3 Moy 44; and E-252, 3 May 44,
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62.
63.
B4,
86,
56,

67,
68.
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70,
71.
72.
73.
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75.

76.°

7.

78.

79;

80,
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Akid. .
il

¥ 60, Central Iacifie El‘aak Forges and Jormander ¥ifth Fleet,
Operation Plan CoxFIFTHFleat Can 10-44, 12 Nay 44.

Ltr., Maj. GeneuRo'bert W. Douglase to OGLLAI?OA., 1 Cot. 44.
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